
OFFICIAL

Justice Mordy Bromberg
President
Australian Law Reform Commission
PO Box 209 
FLINDERS LANE VIC 8009

Cc: Dr Maeghan Toews 
Commissioner, Review of Human Tissue Laws
Australian Law Reform Commission

Dear Justice Bromberg

Review of Human Tissue Laws 

I am writing on behalf of the National Blood Authority (NBA) in response to the Australian 
Law Reform Commission (ALRC) Review of Human Tissue Laws Discussion Paper 90 
(November 2025) (the Review). 

The NBA acknowledges the significant work undertaken by the ALRC to date and would 
like to thank Dr Meaghan Toews and her team for their engagement with NBA officials and 
the Australian Red Cross Lifeblood (Lifeblood) staff on 19 January 2026. 

The NBA recognises the importance of human tissue donation and strongly supports the 
harmonisation of existing state and territory human tissue laws to reduce fragmentation 
and legal uncertainty across jurisdictions. 

Our mission is to save and improve Australian lives and patient outcomes through a 
world-class, secure, and affordable supply of blood products, blood related products and 
services. In this regard, we urge the ALRC take this opportunity to formally recommend 
the harmonisation of statutory defences relating to blood collection across Australia.

This submission supplements the response provided by the Health Portfolio Reference 
Group to which the NBA participated as a member. The NBA’s views are therefore 
represented across both submissions. 

Attachment 1 is provided for your consideration. If you have any questions or would like 
to discuss any aspects further, please contact me on or email at

. 

We look forward to our continued collaboration on this important initiative.

Yours sincerely

Sandra Cochrane
Acting Deputy Chief Executive, Fresh Blood Products and Business Systems

13 February 2026 














































































