Surrogacy Submission

| am making this submission as a hopeful intended parent. | never imagined when my husband and |
started trying to have a family 3 years ago that we would ultimately turn to surrogacy. However, after
5 rounds of IVF, 11 embryo transfers of 13 embryos, 2 miscarriages after heartbeat and many more
earlier miscarriages, our doctor told us that unfortunately we were in the ‘unexplained infertility’

group.

Therefore, we faced a decision at the end of a path paved with many tens of thousands of dollars,
hundreds of injections, hundreds of hours of appointments, an unquantifiable emotional and
physical toll; we accept we cannot have children, or we look into surrogacy.

Critics of surrogacy often suggest that surrogacy, if more readily available, would be used by women
who were ‘too lazy’ to go through pregnancy themselves. This is easily regulated for as in many
jurisdictions where surrogacy is available, by requiring a certain number of failed fertility treatments
or a doctors certificate stating the medical grounds on which the woman cannot carry a pregnancy.
In my experience, no one turns to surrogacy lightly.

In reality the only viable option for the vast majority of those looking at surrogacy is commercial
surrogacy. We are incredibly fortunate to have the means to explore this option. We are well aware
that surrogacy is a controversial topic, and like many controversial topics, the loudest opponents
have rarely been in a position where they would have the need to access surrogacy. And like many
controversial topics, the way in which a woman chooses to use her body is often regulated by the
state, by religion, and by the patriarchal and misogynistic views of society.

Of course, it is important that any woman who decides to become a surrogate is doing so of her own
free will. A well-regulated and transparent process with appropriate safeguards is the best way to
protect all parties involved. This has worked well in other jurisdictions where commercial surrogacy is
legal.

The idea that a woman should only be a surrogate if she is not compensated is deeply rooted in
misogyny. | urge the commission to review the data from the US, which shows that majority of
women who are surrogates in the US are college educated women, therefore the choice to be a
surrogate is not first and foremost for them about the money, but why should they not be fairly
compensated for the job that they do?

Surrogacy is not going away. The UAE has recently legalised surrogacy and pilot projects are
underway. As women increasingly delay having children the rates of infertility are climbing. The
choice to have a child as single person is also increasingly common. For those who would consider it,
adoption is virtually non-existent in Australia. To then criminalise those who take the difficult
decision to embark on surrogacy and do it overseas, is archaic and inhumane.

Australia needs a uniform surrogacy law across all states, to remove the criminalisation of
commercial surrogacy overseas, and ideally to allow compensation to be paid to surrogates.



