Australian Law Reform Commission: Adolescent & Young Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

—

5.

6.

lam 21 years old.

| was born via surrogacy:

| was born with the help of:

O Egg Donor @ Neither

O Sperm Donor

O Both

What are some good things about being born
through surrogacy?

Due to medical misdiagnosis and misadventure
by a surgeon my biological mother could not
carry children ... this was not her fault

without a surrogacy option she and my biological
dad would never have been parents and | would
not have been born .... if regulated it is an
incredible avenue for people struggling to be
parents

Describe any tricky or difficult times you’'ve had
because you were born through surrogacy?

no tricky or difficult times at all
my twin brother and | knew from such an early
age that another woman carried us in her womb

Should there be more education about
surrogacy in schools and the media? Why?

we think doctors should have more education
regarding surrogacy more than a huge emphasis
at school level

It should be briefly discussed like adoption
avenue is at schools

The media needs to have way more education as
they tend to sensationalise the concept

Tha challanna ic that clirrnnacy ic nat a2 unta

7. When a child is born through surrogacy, should

their parents be legally recognised straight
away (currently they are not)? Explain why.

YES they should be recognised immediately
This is because the intention from the outset was
for a couple to be parents with the help of
another woman. There was never the intention
of maybe someone would change their mind
STICK to what was the intended purpose of this
arrangement.

In Australia, a surrogate is allowed to change
their mind about handing over the baby to the
parents. What do you think of that?

absolutely DO not agree with this

The surrogate knew from the beginning what the
intended purpose of this arrangement

why is it acceptable for her to change the plan?

IF the surrogate is also the egg donor this
requires a whole new level of counselling and
vetting prior to the implantation

In Australia, surrogates and donors are not
allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

Surrogates should definitely be paid as they are
put out alot

not only physically but financially

doctors and specialists appointments

clothing

petrol costs to get to appointments

hired help to help with their existing family

they need to NOT worry about paying for their
expenses, time off work etc

10. Is there anything else you want to share about

surrogacy and the rules around it?

we would not have been born and our fantastic
parents would not have the family they dreamed
of

we have met our surrogate three times

she is so proud of what she did to create our
family

she lives overseas and does not demand
anything of us time or other wise






