Australian Law Reform Commission: Adolescent & Young Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

—

5.

lam 37 years old.

| was born via surrogacy:

| was born with the help of:

O Egg Donor O Neither

@ Sperm Donor

O Both

What are some good things about being born
through surrogacy?

| quite enjoy being alive, | have a wonderful
family and | love my community. | wouldn't be
here without surrogacy.

Describe any tricky or difficult times you’'ve had
because you were born through surrogacy?

All my difficulties relating to surrogacy have been
because other people didn't understand it or had
difficulties with the concept, and then decided to
make their lack of understanding, insight, or
comfort with my conception my problem.

For me, it's an incredibly normal thing.

6. Should there be more education about

surrogacy in schools and the media? Why?

| think having more representation would be nice.
Surrogacy is a lot more common now than it was
in 1988 (I was the only person to have been
conceived in Victoria using IVF surrogacy for
around 18 years, I'm now not even the only
person conceived using surrogacy in my
extended family).

7. When a child is born through surrogacy, should

their parents be legally recognised straight
away (currently they are not)? Explain why.

| think there should be a cooling off period for the
surrogate (maybe a couple of days?) and then
she/they should be able to sign over her rights to
the baby and the intended parents should just
automatically become the parents then.

In Australia, a surrogate is allowed to change
their mind about handing over the baby to the
parents. What do you think of that?

| think that's great. Pregnancy and childbirth are
powerful things, and no one should be forced to
give up a baby they don't want to. No one can be
100% sure about how they'll feel at the end of
that process. It would, of course, be ideal if they
did hand over the baby, but the option should be
there.

In Australia, surrogates and donors are not
allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

| don't think sperm donors should be paid
(though, of course, they are by some clinics in
the form of "reimbursements"”), but | think it's
ridiculous that everyone in the surrogacy process
is getting something out of it except the person
putting their life at risk for it. The clinic is making
thousands of dollars for their shareholders, the
intended parents are (hopefully) getting a baby,

and the surrogate is getting stretch marks,
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10. Is there anything else you want to share about

surrogacy and the rules around it?

| think there needs to be fewer (or perhaps better
targeted) barriers to using surrogacy. We now
have almost four decades of data on surrogacy in
Australia, we know it can work very well. We
need to better respect the bodily autonomy of
potential surrogates.

There should be more surrogacy conceived
adults in the room when policy is being

discussed. | would be happy to help with that.
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