Australian Law Reform Commission: Adolescent & Young Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

1.

2.

19

| am years old.

| was born via surrogacy:

O in Australia
@ Overseas

| was born with the help of:

O Egg Donor @ Neither

O Sperm Donor

O Both

What are some good things about being born
through surrogacy?

What impact should surrogacy have thats
quantifiable as good or bad? without surrogacy i
would not exist.

Describe any tricky or difficult times you've had
because you were born through surrogacy?

[Once again nothing comes to mind as what
quantifiable negative impacts would exist?
what 'difficult' times could there be?

Should there be more education about
surrogacy in schools and the media? Why?

| believe there should be some degree of
education for students on what it actually is just
as it exists as an alternative to tradtional methods
of birth.

8.

9.

10.

When a child is born through surrogacy, should
their parents be legally recognised straight
away (currently they are not)? Explain why.

It seems obvious that they should as it is a long
mental and often financial process (if surrogacy is
pursued overseas). There is no real difference in
the connection between children of couples who
gave birth to their own children and of sex male
parents or single father untis. Where despite not
having a parent physically give birth to the child
undoubtedly a connection to the child just as with
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In Australia, a surrogate is allowed to change
their mind about handing over the baby to the
parents. What do you think of that?

These issues on surrogates changing their mind
on handing babies is largley a byproduct of our
system being based on voluntary rather than
financial surrogacy. Where i was born in the
United States surrogates have to have had other
kids before and not be financially reliant on the
surrogate program which largely disuades from
issues based on change of mind. If a voluntary

In Australia, surrogates and donors are not
allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

Without paid surrogacy being legal it greatly
reduces the accesibility of surrogacy to families
unable to have children through the traditional
route. | think it is unjust where robust surrogacy
frameworks and legislation exist in other
countries that protect surrogates and adults
seeking surogacy their is no justifiable grounds
that supports the continued ban on paid
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Is there anything else you want to share about
surrogacy and the rules around it?

\When paid surrogacy has stringent protections
and regulations their is no negative impacts of
surrogacy in any legitimate moral framework.
Paid surrogacy represents a future pathway for
family development among couples who
otherwise would have no opportunity to have
children. If an adult does not want to have
children via surrogacy then they do not have to
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	years old: 19
	Group7: Choice2
	Group8: Choice6
	should parents be legally recognised?: It seems obvious that they should as it is a long mental and often financial process (if surrogacy is pursued overseas). There is no real difference in the connection between children of couples who gave birth to their own children and of sex male parents or single father untis. Where despite not having a parent physically give birth to the child undoubtedly a connection to the child just as with tradtional family units still exists.
	Good things about being born via surrogacy: What impact should surrogacy have thats quantifiable as good or bad? without surrogacy i would not exist.
	Should surrogates be allowed to change minds: These issues on surrogates changing their mind on handing babies is largley a byproduct of our system being based on voluntary rather than financial surrogacy. Where i was born in the United States surrogates have to have had other kids before and not be financially reliant on the surrogate program which largely disuades from issues based on change of mind. If a voluntary surrogate chooses to keep the baby they carried to term its a difficult issue that is hard to talk about without knowing case by case specifics.  
	Difficult times: Once again nothing comes to mind as what quantifiable negative impacts would exist? what 'difficult' times could there be?
	Payment: Without paid surrogacy being legal it greatly reduces the accesibility of surrogacy to families unable to have children through the traditional route. I think it is unjust where robust surrogacy frameworks and legislation exist in other countries that protect surrogates and adults seeking surogacy their is no justifiable grounds that supports the continued ban on paid surrogacy in Australia. 
	Education: I believe there should be some degree of education for students on what it actually is just as it exists as an alternative to tradtional methods of birth. 
	Other: When paid surrogacy has stringent protections and regulations their is no negative impacts of surrogacy in any legitimate moral framework. Paid surrogacy represents a future pathway for family development among couples who otherwise would have no opportunity to have children. If an adult does not want to have children via surrogacy then they do not have to have one but that is not a justification for preventing other adults from starting families.


