My partner and I began exploring surrogacy in 2020 with the dream of building a family together.
As a same-sex couple, surrogacy represented one of the only viable paths to parenthood for us.
However, what should have been a hopeful journey quickly became an exhausting and deeply
frustrating process due to Australia’s outdated, fragmented, and restrictive surrogacy laws.

When we first looked into pursuing surrogacy within Australia, we were immediately met with a
lack of clear guidance. There was no central database, no unified support framework, and no real
path forward that didn’t involve navigating a complex patchwork of inconsistent state laws. This
absence of structure made what is already an emotionally and financially demanding journey far
more difficult than it needed to be.

We initially explored surrogacy in Canada due to its ethical and well-regulated approach, but even
this became complicated. My sister, who generously offered to donate her eggs, lives in Western
Australia, while we reside in Victoria. Both states have rigid and conflicting surrogacy regulations
—with WA laws being particularly restrictive, even criminalising altruistic surrogacy arrangements
in some cases. This forced us to create embryos in Queensland, adding more time, cost, and
logistical hurdles.

By the time we had viable embryos, demand for surrogacy in Canada had outstripped the supply of
available surrogates. We spent years on a waiting list, holding onto hope while watching time —and
our savings—slip away. Eventually, we were forced to look at other options in South America.
However, Australia’s strict prohibition on commercial surrogacy meant we faced even more legal
and logistical obstacles, including difficulties in shipping our embryos to a country where we could
actually proceed.

After five years and nearly $300,000 spent, we are still without a child. We feel emotionally drained
and financially exhausted. It should not be this hard to start a family —especially not in a
progressive country like Australia. The current laws have not only forced us overseas, but also into
seeking help from developing nations simply because those are the only options left.

While we are still pursuing our dream of becoming parents, we are sharing our story not just for
ourselves, but for future generations. It should not be this difficult—particularly for same-sex
couples and individuals who cannot carry children themselves—to have a family.

We strongly urge the Commission to consider:

e  Legalising and regulating commercial surrogacy in Australia, with robust protections for all
parties involved.

e  Establishing a national framework and centralised support system for intended parents and
surrogates.

. Ensuring more consistent, inclusive, and compassionate laws across all states and territories.

If such systems had been in place, we might be holding our child today. Instead, we are still waiting.
No one should be forced to endure what we have just to become a parent.

Sincerely,





