
Australian Law Reform Commission: Adult Feedback

I am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of 
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.   

1. I am writing about my experience

in Australia 

Overseas 

2. I have experience as an

Intended parent 

Parent 

Surrogate      

Egg Donor

3. What are some good things about your

experience of surrogacy?

4. What were the difficulties you encountered?

5. Should there be more education about

surrogacy? Why?

6. When a child is born through surrogacy, should 

their parents be legally recognised straight away?

Explain why.

 

7. What needs to be improved about surrogacy for 
Australians?

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

8. In Australia, surrogates and donors are not

allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

9. Is there anything else you want to share about

surrogacy and the rules around it?


	should parents be legally recognised?: Yes
This removes uncertainty for al parties
IPs can’t be held to ransom if they don’t give the surrogate what they demand and Surrogates don’t have to worry about being left with a baby that is not theirs if anything goes wrong

It also makes it difficult for IPs to take parental leave, get Medicare Card, paid Parental Leave and other required parts
	Good things about being born via surrogacy: Being able to meet and know our surrogate
To have an ongoing relationship and have her s an aunty to our daughter 
Celebrating special occasions and visits through the year
	Should surrogates be allowed to change minds: One legislation across the country
Allow  sent amount to compensate the surrogate for her involvement, everyone else f lawyers, fertility specialist, councillors all get their one of flesh and they are not doing anywhere near a much as the surrogate is and she is also putting her life at risk to help others.
Make IPs legal parents from birth


	Difficult times: Not being able to advertise needing a surrogate
The uncertainty for all parties not having the intended parents names automatically put in the Birth Certificate
The complexity of having to go through the courts for a Parentage Order
The cost is excessive especially when Medicare excludes rebates for IPs where a surrogacy agreement is in place 
	Payment: Surrogates should be paid a set amount to compensate for what they are doin

Everyone else involved from fertility specialist, councillors, lawyers, courts all get paid significant amounts and the surrogate who is doing all the hard work for a significant time and puts her life at risk carrying the baby gets nothing 
	Education: 
Make it simple so people understand the process start to finish and not require them to spend tens of thousands to be told the process

I created a cheat sheet, step by step in simple language for other IPs 

Make templates readily available for IPs 
	Other: Medicare need to be updated to allow rebates regardless if a surrogacy agreement is in place or not.
	Group7: Choice1
	Group8: Choice3


