


How should surrogacy advertising be regulated? You might want to consider: (a) if advertising should be allowed; (b) 
who should be allowed to advertise; (c) what advertising content should be allo...

The Health Department would be an obvious starting point but they are so underfunded and dysfunctional in 
most States that they may not be able to administer necessary processing for surrogacy. 
Advertising should not be allowed but a surrogacy register sounds like a starting point.  
There are already pages for potential surrogates and parents to find out information.

What entitlements, if any, should be available to surrogates and intended parents? You might want to 
consider: (a) Medicare rebates for fertility treatments; (b) access by surrogates to paid or un...

All Australians should be entitled to Medicare rebates.  Perhaps a maternity leave arrangement would be 
appropriate as a surrogate is not going to be the parent.  I am sure costs could be kept much lower than 
required for overseas surrogacy (for parents).

How could the process for reimbursing surrogates for reasonable expenses be improved? You might want to consider: 
(a) what expenses should be reimbursable; (b) how payment should be calculated; (c...

I believe surrogacy should be altruistic but compensation for out of pocket expenses such as Specialists gaps; 
maternity clothing; perhaps private health insurance for the surrogate and perhaps insurance for loss of 
income.

Do you support (a) compensated surrogacy and/or (b) ‘commercial’ surrogacy? You might want to consider whether 
you agree with how we have described compensated and ‘commercial’ surrogacy.

No comment.

If Australia was to allow for compensated or ‘commercial’ surrogacy, how could this be implemented? You might 
want to consider: (a) how compensation should be calculated; (b) if there should be a ...

No comment.

What are the main problems with the requirements and processes for obtaining legal parentage for a child born 
through domestic and/or international surrogacy?

An initial birth certificate showing the surrogate as the mother (because she gave birth).  The father could be 
named on the certificate if they are going to raise the child and are not just a sperm donor.

How could the process for intended parents to become the legal parents of children born through surrogacy be 
improved? You might want to consider: (a) timing (for example, if the process happens b...

If a legal contract is in place for the surrogacy, then it should be a judicial "rubber stamp"
Compare and learn for any and all surrogacy processes in other countries but using a common sense approach.  
Best interests of the child is relative to the surrogate, the parents and the Judiciary depending on the situation. 

What, if any, are the main problems with obtaining the following documents for a child born through international 
surrogacy: (a) Australian citizenship; (b) an Australian passport; or (c) an Austr...

Discrimination of same sex parents and surrogacy seem to be a problem for obtaining a passport for a surrogate 
child.  If a legal birth certificate shows the parents of a child born overseas are Australian citizens, then it should 
be a very simple process.

How could the process for obtaining these documents be improved? Something rare in Australian Bureaucracy, common sense.  
What is the best way to approach differences in surrogacy regulation between or within jurisdictions? You might want 
to consider: (a) the ways in which surrogacy regulation is inconsistent between...

Use of common sense instead of Bureaucratic Mumbo Jumbo and rivalry between States.

Is it appropriate for surrogacy arrangements to be subject to oversight? If so, what is the best approach? You might 
want to consider: (a) the need for a regulator or oversight body and what it co...

Oversight for problems that occur and to ensure correct procedures are being followed could be a group or 
Council comprised of a variety of professionals and interested persons.  Professionals need not outnumber the 
interested persons.

Should the law have a role in discouraging or prohibiting certain forms of surrogacy? You may wish to consider: (a) if 
engaging in or facilitating certain forms of surrogacy, whether in Australia ...

No comment.

Do you think there is a need to improve awareness and understanding of surrogacy laws, policies, and practices? You 
might think about how people currently find out about surrogacy, or the particul...

Education can be a wonderful help but blanket advertising about surrogacy would not necessarily be beneficial.  

Do you have any views about the issues we consider to be in or out of scope? No comment.
Are there any important issues with regulating surrogacy that we have not identified in the Issues Paper? Do you have 
any other ideas for reforming how surrogacy is regulated?

Get it done as quickly as possible.  Delaying peoples ability to have children is not endearing.




