
June 26th, 2025 

To whom it may concern, 

RE: Australian Law Reform Commission Review of Human Tissue Laws 

Melbourne IVF (MIVF) has offered Fertility Preservation services to preserve patient future fertility, 
particularly following a cancer diagnosis, for more than 2 decades. MIVF continues to preserve ovarian 
tissue for adults over the age of 18 years but has also previously offered Fertility Preservation services for 
individuals under the age of 18 (both ovarian and testicular). Any preserved tissue is available for the 
patient to use by grafting into their body, with the aim of producing gametes for reproduction using 
gonadotropin treatment in the context of an IVF cycle. However, only those aged over 18 at the time of 
preservation can also opt to donate any ovarian tissue excess to their needs to research (testicular tissue is 
not often collected after puberty). 

Removal, storage and use of reproductive (gonadal) tissue is governed by the Human Tissue Act 1982, 
supplemented by guidelines set out in the NHMRC Ethical Guidelines for the Use of Assisted Reproductive 
Technology in Clinical Practice and Research 2017 (updated 2023) and state-specific ART Acts. In Victoria, 
the ART Act 2008 is also referenced. A summary of current use is provided in Table 1. 

Notably, neither the Human Tissues Act 1982 nor the NHMRC Ethical Guidelines for the Use of Assisted 
Reproductive Technology in Clinical Practice and Research 2017 (updated 2023) provides clarity around 
non-clinical use of gonadal tissue. Therefore, current legislation is very unclear on how gonadal tissue can 
be used. 

In this submission, we therefore seek to specifically address the priority reform areas ‘Issues related to the 
donation of tissue by living persons’ and ‘Issues related to the donation of tissue after death’ pertaining to 
gonadal tissue (e.g. ovarian and testicular tissue) that has been collected for reasons of Fertility 
Preservation. We call for clarity and harmonisation relating to tissue use, particularly donation for scientific 
purposes. 

Table 1: Current usage in Victoria for cryopreserved ovarian and testicular tissue based on age at collection 
based on conservative interpretation of the Human Tissue Act 1982, NHMRC Ethical Guidelines for the Use 
of Assisted Reproductive Technology in Clinical Practice and Research 2017, and the Victorian Assisted 
Reproductive Technology Act 2008. 

Ovarian tissue 
(age at collection) 

Own use (grafting) Donate to research Gamete donor 

Paediatric (<18y) Y N N 

Adult (>18y) Y Y N 

Testicular tissue 

Paediatric (<18y) Anticipated* N N 
*methods for grafting testicular tissue are not yet well developed












