
 

 

 
11th June 2025 
 
The Commissioner 
Australian Law Reform Commission 
PO Box 209   
Flinders Lane   
Victoria 8009 
Email: surrogacy@alrc.gov.au   
 

Dear Commissioner, 

SUBMISSION TO THE AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION – REVIEW OF 
AUSTRALIA’S SURROGACY LAWS 

I am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform 
Commission’s review of Australia’s surrogacy laws. I am an intended parent about 
commence the process of donor / surrogacy in the United States.  

I have read the Issues Paper and have responded to the questions posed in the 
paper below.  

I seek that my submission be published and available publicly.  

A bit of background for myself and my partner to help give context. I am in a same-
sex de-facto relationship for 13 years.  The idea of having a family was something 
that we both discussed as a common thread on our first date and was something 
very important to us but also a bond / goal we have always had.  

We started the “research” of surrogacy back in 2020. 

I like to research deeply and document very well. The following encompasses: 

- Conversing with over 80+ agencies across the world. I make jokes with 
current agencies that I could work for these agencies now.   

- I have conversed with agencies in Australia, the US, Canada, Mexico, 
Greece, Georgia, Colombia and Hybrid variations.  

- Conversing with 8 lawyers across the US and Australia 
- Conversing with 11 donor/surrogacy doctors in the US / Canada.  



- Engaged in at least 70 hours of webinars, conferences and information
sessions on this

- I have at least 500+ correspondences, information from agencies and
contacts.

- In depth research through forums and information online.

We have spent time saving towards building the right family unit to support our 
dreams – (house, investments to support our family, strong support unit from our 
families, building careers). We have worked tirelessly to create the right 
environment to bring a beautiful human into this world.  

We are very serious with our commitment towards this goal. I have encompassed 
all thoughts to Q1 of the paper. 

1. If you or someone close to you has had personal experience of surrogacy,
please describe:

Unfortunately, it has not been particularly positive for us and quite stressful, 
overwhelming and at times demoralizing. The sheer complexity of this process and 
inaccessibility in Australia are the main issues.  

At times we had to pause, take a break and reset. There is a lot of conflicting 
information, contradiction and the reality is – we’re in a maze of sales. Everyone is 
wanting to sell you a dream – and at a cost.  

Initially, we started with Australia. After a few information sessions and talking to 
“experts”, the advice we were given was – it’s not about the baby – it’s about 
ensuring you are the most popular one in the room. A surrogacy agency (who is 
supposedly quite known in the country) told us that we need to be “twinky” and to 
“gay it up” if we wanted to be considered. To be told we weren’t “gay” enough to be 
parents from what is supposed to be a reputable agency was a tough start for us.  

After talking to a few parents to leverage off their experience we got the same advice 
– we needed to adhere to a “stereotype”.  I recall a webinar from Sam Everingham’s
team where a 2-time surrogate told everyone in the session – it’s not about the baby
– it’s about finding new best friends and socializing.

The other concern was that Australia wasn’t particularly progressive with this 
process. For a country that considers itself this way – this isn’t the case at all. 

We consulted with a lawyer here in Australia who asked whether we had someone 
who was willing to do it. Her advice to us was – we have no rights in this process 
really and that we could invest everything into it but if the surrogate changes her 
mind – too bad. The actual surrogate who did indicate a possibility apparently was 
too old anyway so we also got told that it wouldn’t be viable.  

The Australian system depleted us through 2020-2022. 



We then moved to the US / Canada. Our first primary experience was with Babies 
Come True in Canada. We were close to signing on in 2022 but had reservations 
with our contact but spent at least 1 hour each week with him sketching out the 
plan and everything looked good on paper at least.  

Then, we discovered that the contact disappeared and took our privacy details with 
him. The company emailed us to suggest we join a class action lawsuit on it but was 
passive with the repair to what was all our personal details.  Then this same contact 
tried to get us onboard his new agency set up in Australia (even though he was 
secretly based in Singapore pretending to be in Geelong, Australia).  You can 
imagine how this made us feel. This same person still has a website operating so 
despite taking hundreds of client’s personal details illegally is still operating as a 
business in Australia today! Insane.  

Canada have been lovely but poorly organized.  They can’t even get an email right, 
so they are not prepared to have them help us with human life. Mexico was an 
option – then we saw how couples were trapped there for months to get their baby 
out of the country. One couple had to get their parents to come over as they were 
stuck there for a long time and lost their jobs etc. in the process. 

So, we moved to the US. Say what you want about the Americans, but they have like 
an art – it’s all business.  But it’s all sales. We have chatted with about 80% of 
agencies in the US. We haven’t had a bad experience with the US except the fact it’s 
not what they say – it’s what they don’t say which worries us. I am particularly 
detailed – I keep track of everything and again the contradiction in information has 
been challenging.   

As you can imagine, every agency in the US is bidding for us to come onboard with 
them. They wine and dine you (we have Circle taking us out in the coming weeks 
when they reach Melbourne), but of course there’s a big cost associated here.  

Trump’s instability worries us – but we have to take that risk. We’ve been waiting 
(and hoping) for the US conversion to come back to planet earth but it hasn’t. Again, 
we have to take that risk.  

The reality is – the more you pay – the more you get. And we’re now looking at close 
to $300-350k to have a baby with an agency in the US.  I want to emphasize this - 
$300-350k to have a baby in 2025. This of course stemmed from the incredible US 
dollar conversion but as a couple this is pressure at its extreme.  

We have selected our doctor and donor agency, but the surrogacy selection is still 
close but not finalized yet. And that is coming down to the cost and complexities. 
But we have been on this “research“ journey for 5 years now and enough is enough. 
We must make a decision and a leap of faith. 

This doesn’t include the travel costs and the fact we’re prepared to spend 6 weeks 
approx. in the US during the pregnancy which means work / family / commitments 



are also halted during this period. And of course, we need to “live” in the US state 
during this period and of course pay for all of that.  

To think that I have friends and family who just can have a baby without any of this. 
In Australia. In 2025.  

In relation to how to reduce barriers to domestic altruistic surrogacy arrangements 
in Australia 

I endorse the following considerations: 

 We are a country which prides itself on freedom, respect, fairness and 
equality of opportunity.  This is the Australian way.  Our current surrogacy 
process is not aligned by any of these principles.  

 The first step is to actually open up the possibility of paid surrogacy to the 
Australian public. I know there’s a mosaic of questions, thoughts, 
discussions etc.  This is the problem – it doesn’t need to be this complex.  
Following a model which does work (leveraging off the US) is the first step.  

 Open a legally binding contract between the intended parent / surrogate.  

 There is a clear appetite and a lack of accessibility to this. There is demand 
and there is opportunity. These should be the two guiding principles.  

 100% - the surrogate should be compensated. There’s no need to question 
the motives or authenticity. We have spoken with surrogate possibilities in 
the US – they want to do it for us but also want to be paid. So, they should. 
And as intended parents – that’s on us.  

 The eligibility / screening process in the US is very tight and very strict. Again, 
as per above – leverage off what is working (and working well in the US).  

 I have met with a few lawyers in Australia. All of them were friendly and 
knowledgeable. But there’s not a lot of them here.  Our GPs have been 
wonderful but a lot of people here in Australia have no idea about the 
process. The US lawyers have been equally helpful. In fact, Alex Mok, a 
lawyer we happily met recently provided more details than some of the 
actual agencies. There needs to be more information available to 
Australians.  

 The medical industry here needs to be equipped on this.  

 I understand there’s “personal” beliefs on this process. That’s antiquated. 
This country prides itself on progressiveness. Demonstrate it with action.  

 The cost we’re about to set out is extraordinary – we’re fortunate to at least 
be able to spend this amount (it’s come with a lot of sacrifice, pivot and hard 
work) but I know most people cannot spend this amount. However, as 
parents this exact replica of the US model could be replicated here (closely) 
and still be significantly financially viable. 



o It reduces complexities of birth certificates and admin required 
abroad.  

o Reduces the costs of travel for the intended parent. 

o Provides harmonious collaboration and trust by having GPs, medical 
professions, lawyers etc. in Australia be part of the process. 

o It adds income revenue to our Australian economy.  

I have a friend who is doing IVF with her husband (similar not the same) in Victoria 
right now.  The process she is also going through with doctors, medical 
specialists etc. has been devastating and impacting on her mental health 
considerably. The lack of knowledge, awareness and understanding within the 
industry is baffling not to mention a lack of empathy, compassion or even 
emotional intelligence. And it’s their industry. There needs to be better 
investment in educating, upskilling and training our medical world in Australia.  

How surrogacy arrangements made outside of Australia should be addressed by 
Australian law; 

 

 This one is quite easy – you have three paths here. Path 1 – you start in 
Australia and go through a very antiquated, confusing and unfair process. It 
is possible but you need to be fortunate to find that “right” person.  

Path 2 – you can pay premium price and go to the US, but most people 
cannot afford this option. So, they go to Path 3 – a country which is a little 
sketchy and “hope for the best”. But they do it because of COST.  

 There’s no need to engage overseas if that possibility existed here in 
Australia to pay for a service.  

I appreciate that there’s 27 questions in the Issues Paper however I worry that too 
many questions about the nuts and bolts will delay the desirable outcome. I worry 
that this will put this in the “too hard” basket. Also, I am not a lawyer (although I did 
study it for a bit) but I am not a specialist in this field to address some of the specific 
questions.  

I am a real-life case study.  I know it wont change for our journey, but I implore you 
to look at the future, for all the beautiful humans who deserve the opportunity to be 
parents, to provide love and a life for a human of their own. 

I urge and passionately consider you to look at this from a humanitarian 
perspective. From a couple who have spent a LONG time cultivating a dream to be a 
parent, who have put in everything to make this work and deserve to be parents.  

There are beautiful people who deserve to be parents. ������ 

We need to align to our values - freedom, respect, fairness and equality of 
opportunity.   



 

Thank you for considering my submission. 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

 

 

 

 




