Australian Law Reform Commission: Adolescent & Young Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

—

| am 12

years old.

| was born via surrogacy:

| was born with the help of:

@ Egg Donor O Neither

O Sperm Donor

O Both

What are some good things about being born
through surrogacy?

[One of the good things about being born through
surrogacy is that it made it possible for my family
to exist. My dad really wanted to be a parent and
surrogacy gave him that chance. | aslo think it
shows that there are lots of diffrent ways to make
a family and all of them can be full of love. My
Itwin sister and | know how much we were wanted
a

nd that makes us feel really special.

Describe any tricky or difficult times you've had
because you were born through surrogacy?

| cant really think of anything.

Should there be more education about
surrogacy in schools and the media? Why?

|i think there should be more education about
surrogacy in schools and the media because a lot
of people still really dont undersand it or have
Inever heard of it.

7. When a child is born through surrogacy, should

their parents be legally recognised straight
away (currently they are not)? Explain why.

es of course parents should be reconised
traight away | need to have a legail parents.
How could a baby not have one? Thats just
ridiculus. My dad was my real parent, so the law
hould of said that from the start.

In Australia, a surrogate is allowed to change
their mind about handing over the baby to the
parents. What do you think of that?

| dont think its fair that the surrogate can keep the
baby, especially if its the intended parent's DNA.
The baby isn't hers, she's helping someone else
|become a parent. Its wrong that the laws let
someone take a baby that isn't theirs.

In Australia, surrogates and donors are not
allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

es, | think surrogates and donors should be
paid. They are not just giving their body, they are
giving their time, going to doctors appointment,
missing work, and going through a lot. They are
helping people have a family, and that's a big

eal. Of course they should be paid for that!

10. Is there anything else you want to share about

surrogacy and the rules around it?

| just think the rules should support real families,
like mine. Surrogacy made my family possible,
and the law should make it easier, not harder for
|Ipeople to have children in this way.






