
Australian Law Reform Commission: Adolescent & Young Adult Feedback

I am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of 
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.   

1. I am _____ years old.

2. I was born via surrogacy:

in Australia 

Overseas 

3. I was born with the help of:

Egg Donor      

Sperm Donor 

Both      

 Neither 

4. What are some good things about being born
through surrogacy?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

5. Describe any tricky or difficult times you’ve had
because you were born through surrogacy?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

6. Should there be more education about
surrogacy in schools and the media? Why?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

7. When a child is born through surrogacy, should
their parents be legally recognised straight
away (currently they are not)? Explain why.

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

8. In Australia, a surrogate is allowed to change
their mind about handing over the baby to the
parents. What do you think of that?

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

9. In Australia, surrogates and donors are not
allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

10. Is there anything else you want to share about
surrogacy and the rules around it?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________


	years old: 12
	Group7: Choice2
	Group8: Choice3
	should parents be legally recognised?: Obviously. It is their child, it has no genetic link to the surrogate.
	Good things about being born via surrogacy: I EXIST. 
	Should surrogates be allowed to change minds: It's very wrong. VERY WRONG. The whole point of being a surrogate is to help families not give them more pain. Imagine not being able to have a child and you finally work out a way to have children.  And then build anticipation and excitement and support the surrogate  for 9 months just for it all to crumble in your hands because they changed their mind. IT'S NOT THEIR CHILD!!! 
	Difficult times: Nothing at all. I honestly don't care. Nothing has affected me. I rarely think about it and  when i do like once every 2 months I just think that it's cool. 




	Payment: They should be paid enough to cover loss of wages if they have a job, they should be paid the equivalent of at least the basic income if they don't have a job. If you don't pay the surrogate she will be financially disadvantaged and that's not fair. Donors should be paid for time, loss of wages and inconvenience at least.   
	Education: Yes because when I have to explain to my friends, it takes a lot of comphrehension. You are in a vunerable position just telling them. Then getting accusations of that "oh so that means you are adopted" doesn't help. 
	Other: DO NOT LET THE SUROGATE HAVE THE OPTION TO KEEP THE BABY WHEN THEY ARE BORN. As a surrogate baby I have a different level of empathy and understanding for even thinking a situation like this could occur. It is such a let down for the family and mainly because its THEIR baby not the surrogate's. It's pure evil and if the law stays the same I hope both sides of their pillow is warm at night. PS. Politicians should keep their Pinoccio noses out of private arrangements!


