Submission to Enquiry into Surrogacy

| write to express my opposition to surrogacy on the grounds that it violates the human

rights of the most vulnerable members of society. In spite of any empathy with married
couples who cannot bear their own children, | do not believe that society can permit or
facilitate the inherent wrongs of surrogacy.

The rights of children are sacrosanct and paramount. Every human being has a mother
and a father and has the right to be raised by those people, who natively have the
greatest stake in the welfare of their child. International laws have been drawn up to
recognise this fact.Surrogacy deliberately shatters the natural bond between mother,
father and child, leaving the child either half or fully orphaned until “bought” by the
ultimate owners of its life. Governments have a responsibility to create the conditions
that allow children to be raised by their natural parents.

The relinquishment of a child from its mother for no reason other than an economic or
misguided altruism is immoral and unjust and has been shown to have a wholly
negative effect on children who feel lost, rudderless and without real roots from which
to flourish. Many surrogate children have reported not having a sense of self, of
belonging and experiencing suicidal ideation. Shame on a society that willingly puts
children in this situation.

Women and children are not commodities. Human beings must not be bought and sold
and the uteruses of poor women should not be exploited, even for what may appear to
be the best motives. We cannot do an intrinsically wrong deed to bring about a
perceived good without catastrophic consequences in either short or long terms. If we
address financial surrogacy, it is clear that the most vulnerable women will fall prey to
this extremely profitable industry. Their pregnancies are more likely to be complicated
and there is a higher risk than with natural pregnancies that they will be harmed or left
infertile. The natural bond with their growing baby is not considered as they sign away
their rights from the outset without understanding what may lie ahead in terms of their
attachment to their child. Often, when the babies are not what was planned, for
example, being multiples or disabled, the mothers are forced to terminate. This is
barbaric. More and more, legislators are putting the desires of adults before the rights
of children and this needs to stop. Our society will be doomed to becoming utilitarian
and soulless and ultimately cruel. If we tolerate a situation where children are
deliberately denied their own mothers, we are indefensibly cruel. We sneer at societies
that tolerate/d human slavery and congratulate ourselves on our imagined maturity and
sophistication while trading in children’s lives.

When a couple wants to adopt a child, there are many conditions that must be fulfilled
in order to qualify for the enormous responsibility of taking a child that is not biologically



their own. There needs to be proof of competence, good character, financial and
emotional security etc etc. Surrogacy arrangements insist on no such safeguards for
the children and just about anyone with any motive and enough money can buy a baby
—or several.

Human beings are not for sale. Australia should be a leader in the world and say no to
surrogacy because the rights of the child trump any and every other wish or dream or
desire of any other person. This is what a humane society would do, a society that does
not want to raise a generation of children who may live with lifelong trauma and grief of
never knowing where they came from, who their grandparents were or their life history.

| plead with the decision makers to refuse surrogacy in all its forms. | cannot imagine
anyone sleeping soundly knowing that they have been responsible for children being
removed deliberately from their natural parents purely for adult desires.

Kind regards

Rosemarie Boneham



