
I	am	a	19	year	old	man.	I	am	a	student	studying	Commerce	at	the	 	
.	

I	make	this	submission	as	an	individual	whose	life	has	been	intimately	involved	
with	surrogacy.	

Together	with	my	3	sisters	(one	of	whom	is	my	twin)	I	was	born	in	Los	Angeles	
through	a	commercial	surrogacy	arrangement.	I	have	two	fathers,	who	are	gay.	
They	used	commercial	surrogacy	through	a	United	States	surrogacy	agency	to	
have	children.	

If	it	had	not	been	possible	for	my	parents	to	have	children	through	commercial	
surrogacy,	the	simple	fact	is	that	I	would	never	have	been	born.	I	am	therefore	
obviously	a	supporter	of	surrogacy,	as	without	it	I	wouldn’t	exist.	Neither	would	
any	of	my	sisters.	

I	have	never	felt	any	different	to	any	of	my	friends	at	school	because	I	was	born	
through	surrogacy	or	because	I	have	two	dads.	It	doesn’t	really	come	up	most	of	
the	time.	I’ve	never	been	bullied	or	anything	because	of	it.	I	feel	my	life	is	very	
normal.	When	people	ask	me	about	my	parents,	I	tell	them	I	have	two	dads.	It	has	
never	been	an	issue.	Many	people	know	someone	with	gay	parents.	

I’ve	met	my	surrogate	multiple	times	when	we	have	gone	on	holidays	to	the	US.	I	
do	not	feel	that	she	is	my	mother.	I	am	not	genetically	related	to	her.	She	is	more	
like	a	family	friend	who	we	catch	up	with	when	we	are	over	there.		

When	I	was	less	than	18	years	old,	my	surrogate	still	had	to	provide	written	
consent	when	my	dads	wanted	to	get	me	a	new	Australian	passport.	I	don’t	think	
that	my	surrogate	should	have	had	any	rights	over	me,	and	that	my	dads	as	my	
parents	should	have	been	in	control	of	those	decisions.	It	seems	crazy	when	my	
dads	are	the	ones	raising	me	for	someone	on	the	other	side	of	the	world	to	have	
to	agree	for	me	to	have	a	passport	or	make	other	decisions	about	me.		

I	only	became	aware	recently	that	Australian	law	doesn’t	officially	recognise	my	
dads	as	my	parents,	which	is	ridiculous.	I	think	my	dads	should	be	recognised	as	
my	legal	parents	under	Australian	law,	as	this	is	the	reality	of	the	situation.	They	
are	my	parents	and	they’ve	raised	me	for	19	years	now	since	my	birth.	

I	have	heard	that	in	Australia	a	surrogate	can	change	her	mind	and	keep	the	
baby.	I	think	that	if	someone	has	agreed	to	an	arrangement	they	should	be	bound	
by	it.		

My	parents	used	a	commercial	surrogacy	arrangement	where	my	surrogate	and	
the	egg	donor	they	used	were	both	paid	compensation.	I	think	this	is	fair	for	the	
time	and	personal	investment	they	made	and	for	helping	my	dads	to	become	
parents.		

 
	




