Australian Law Reform Commission: Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of

Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

1. | am writing about my experience

@ in Australia
O Overseas

2. | have experience as an
O Intended parent O Egg Donor

@ Parent
O Surrogate

3. What are some good things about your

experience of surrogacy?

For a gay couple to find like minded generous
people who offered their body and time to allow us
to become parents. We made life long friends and
had experiences that we could only dream about.
The medical staff we met with and whom helped
|us, were all wonderfully supportive.

4. What were the difficulties you encountered?

[Difficulties were the barriers with finding a
surrogate. Luckily we ended up having our best
friend offer, however not being able to support her
through the long journey, when she couldn’t work
was a challenge. The patient review panel was
also long and sometimes difficult.

5. Should there be more education about

surrogacy? Why?

Yes, much more. We were lucky that Peninsula
|Health had just introduced new protocols for
Surrogacy, allowing us to stay at the hospital etc.
|however, not every hospital is that progressive.

6. When a child is born through surrogacy, should

their parents be legally recognised straight away?

Explain why.

Yes, the issuing of a birth certificate with someone
lelse’s name is quite hard. It is almost illegitimising
our parenthood. The proceed to get our new birth
certificate took over a year.

7. What needs to be improved about surrogacy for
Australians?

Education, medicare subsidies (recognition) and
pain surrogates

8. In Australia, surrogates and donors are not

allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?
| think they should be. Both to make them more
accessible, but also to compensate them for the
very large burden on their life, work, and family.

9. Is there anything else you want to share about

surrogacy and the rules around it?

[No
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