Australian Law Reform Commission: Adolescent & Young Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

1.

2.

14

| am years old.

| was born via surrogacy:

O in Australia
@ Overseas

| was born with the help of:

@ Egg Donor O Neither

O Sperm Donor

O Both

What are some good things about being born
through surrogacy?

[the good things are pretty similar to any other
"normal” family. just because we weren't made
stereotypically, doesn't mean that good things are
different

Describe any tricky or difficult times you've had
because you were born through surrogacy?

-bullying
-people not being able to understand how it works

Should there be more education about
surrogacy in schools and the media? Why?

fin my opinion | think that everyone should be more
aware about how surrogacy works because then
|more people understand it which would reduce the
risk of bullying and people misunderstanding.

7.

9.

10.

When a child is born through surrogacy, should
their parents be legally recognised straight
away (currently they are not)? Explain why.

Yes. Parents should be recognised as their OWN
children's parents, they have gone through a
process to have a child, they have paid money for
their child, they have taken care of their child, they
have raised their child, they care and love their
child, just like any other "normal" family would, so
why is it that these parents have to pay more and
more money to even be recognised as their own

bild'ae noranic

In Australia, a surrogate is allowed to change
their mind about handing over the baby to the
parents. What do you think of that?

Depends on if the surrogate is making a fair
decision. if they have a reason in order to protect
the baby from unfit parents with evidence against
that couple, then | think they should have the right
to protect that child, if the "soon to be parents"
have paid for their children's supplies and are fit
and 100% committed to having a baby then they
shouldn't be able to take away the baby because

In Australia, surrogates and donors are not
allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

|Being pregnant isn't a very comfortable thing to do,
| reckon people should be "compensated" for their
kindness of giving up a child which is very hard to
do as well as the labour of having the baby in them
for around nine months as well as the pain that
the women go through to actually give birth to the
baby.

Is there anything else you want to share about
surrogacy and the rules around it?

No, except getting passports would be easier with
parents being recognised and that would be a
good thing.
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