Australian Law Reform Commission: Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of

Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

1. | am writing about my experience

O in Australia
@ Overseas

2. | have experience as an
@ Intended parent O Egg Donor

O Parent
O Surrogate

3. What are some good things about your

experience of surrogacy?

We had an incredible experience with surrogacy in
Canada. For a number of reasons. The agency
model is well established (although there are
problems) but it allowed us a more streamline
model of service . We were in a difficult position of
years of failed IVF then | was diagnosed with
|breast cancer. Couldn't carry a child, so we
wanted the 'fastest' and supportive model. Without
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4. What were the difficulties you encountered?

The only difficulties we encountered were initially
finding out enough information by sorting through
the Facebook groups. Also some services see
surrogacy as a way to make profit - particuarly
some lawyers who were charging $900 for a
consult. Heartbreaking for people who have spent
money on IVF or potential medical bills. Lawyers
in Canada much easier to deal with.

5. Should there be more education about

surrogacy? Why?

Yes definitely. Surrogacy still seems to be a 'taboo
subject or something people don't quite
understand. | believe that Australia needs more
|reform with an overarching body and agencies
connected to the body that implements processes
and the agencies help to find surrogates and
parents.

6. When a child is born through surrogacy, should
their parents be legally recognised straight away?

Explain why.

Yes that would be ideal as the surrogate as been
the carrier and the parents have provided the
material (embryo) as the parents.

7. What needs to be improved about surrogacy for
Australians?

Australia needs Agencies. Non profit. More
|education. Overarching body. Also Medicare
needs to cover more Costs associated with
surrogacy particuarly for people who have a
medical reason for surrogacy (e.g. cancer) and
those who have spent years of trying with IVF.

8. In Australia, surrogates and donors are not

allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

| think surrogates and donors both need to be
reimbursed their expenses at a miniumum. | would
also agree with a paid model with some provisiong
around that. This might entice more surrogates as
long as there was some guidelines/.

9. Is there anything else you want to share about

surrogacy and the rules around it?

\We had an amazing experience with our surrogate
and her family but | have heard of some pretty
bad experiences by others. Mostly this could have
been mitigated with more due diligence by all
parties. Particuarly mental health of everyone. |
think a GP or IVF docotr should sign off on an
agreement to show they are mentally stable to
enter into such a monumental process.
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