Australian Law Reform Commission: Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.

1. | am writing about my experience

2. | have experience as an
@ Intended parent O Egg Donor

O Parent
O Surrogate

3. What are some good things about your

experience of surrogacy?

Positive environment created through the
Australian and Victorian Surrogacy Community
Facebook groups.

4. What were the difficulties you encountered?

Inability to find or match with a surrogate to carry
for us.

Complex laws affecting relationships between
states; particularly in WA for same sex male
couples.

5. Should there be more education about

surrogacy? Why?

Yes. Many people still believe that surrogacy is
illegal in Australia. Many uneducated views about
the process. If more people knew about
surrogacy in Australia, there would be more
surrogates come forward, requiring less
Australians to head overseas. People are
unaware of the different forms of surrogacy,
gestational and traditional.

6. When a child is born through surrogacy, should
their parents be legally recognised straight away?
Explain why.

Yes. The current process increases workload and
stress of the new parents right after the birth of
their child, when they should be focusing on
being a family with a newborn. Not dealing with
legal proceedings. Travel, particularly that
requiring a passport, is a major hassle for parents
in this situation. The surrogate does not want to
be legally responsible for this child, it was always
intended to be the child of the intended parents.

7. What needs to be improved about surrogacy for
Australians?

Uniform laws across the country. More
awareness for the general population to greater
the chance of Australians completing surrogacy
in Australia. Enhanced procedures and systems
to streamline the process. Allow people to
advertise that they are explicitly looking for a
surrogate. Increase the opportunity of Medicare
for gay couples to create embryos with IVF. WA's
laws are discriminatory towards gays and single

8. In Australia, surrogates and donors are not

allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

We personally want to pursue an altruistic
surrogacy journey with someone who will be part
of our family. However, feel commercial
surrogacy should be legalised to protect all
involved - utilising Australia's high standard of
care for the surrogate, child, intended parents
etc. People are going overseas to pursue
surrogacy, sometimes in countries without the
appropriate support, because it is so difficult

hara

9. Is there anything else you want to share about

surrogacy and the rules around it?

Reform is due to improve surrogacy within
Australia.






