Australian Law Reform Commission: Adolescent & Young Adult Feedback

| am making this submission to contribute to the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Australian surrogacy laws, policies, and practices.
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| am years old.

| was born via surrogacy:

| was born with the help of:

@ Egg Donor O Neither

O Sperm Donor

O Both

What are some good things about being born
through surrogacy?

It provided a means of being born, to parents
who would have had difficulty having me any
other way. It also allowed me to be genetically
related to both parents, because my father was
my egg donor, and my aunt was my egg donor,
and who | have a strong relationship with her.

Describe any tricky or difficult times you've had
because you were born through surrogacy?

I've been lucky enough to not experience any
difficulties because of being born through
surrogacy. Not by friends, school or family.

6. Should there be more education about

surrogacy in schools and the media? Why?

Yes. Because some people don't understand the
process, and think you've been grown in a test
tube, or other ridiculous things.
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10.

When a child is born through surrogacy, should
their parents be legally recognised straight
away (currently they are not)? Explain why.

Yes. Because it doesn't matter how you were
born - your parents are your parents. Surrogacy
should be a normal way of having a family, just
like other ways.

In Australia, a surrogate is allowed to change
their mind about handing over the baby to the
parents. What do you think of that?

| think once you've agreed, a surrogate shouldn't
be able to change her mind. It should be treated
like stealing a baby. To keep the baby is wrong,
however you describe it.

In Australia, surrogates and donors are not
allowed to be paid. What do you think of that?

If you're a surrogate, it is 9 months of your life,
and a huge burden. It is right that they should be
able to be compensated by this. Donors should
be able to be paid, as they're giving up part of
their body.

However, the amount should be regulated, to
ensure it is fair recognition of difficulty you've
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Is there anything else you want to share about
surrogacy and the rules around it?

| don't know a lot about the rules around it. | was
born via surrogacy in the United States.

From my perspective having been born there, I've
experienced no difficulties.






