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Another associate with 30+ years in iron ore, nickel and gold mining has recounted 
several similar tales. It appears that with sufficient financial inducement, certain people 
will sign anything, regardless of the legality. 
 
My concern is that major industry players could conceivably use this technique to force 
out smaller independent miners. Simply pay the titleholders to withhold permission to 
force the independent to either sell or hand back their lease. This very same approach 
has been used by property developers and corrupt local governments - force the little guy 
to sell for pennies on the dollar, and then the property is promptly rezoned for a financial 
windfall. There needs to be an enforcement code with real teeth to stamp out such ‘under 
the table’ dealings, and with penalties that make it financially uneconomic to consider. 
 
My final concern relates to funding. If the federal government is paying for this program, 
then I have no objection. However I do not believe that placing additional financial 
burdens on smaller industry players is either fair or reasonable. Large mining companies 
may be able to shoulder these costs, but it will force smaller players and independents out 
of our industry.  
 
In summary, I have no issues with, or objections to, placing reasonable protections on 
areas of cultural significance, but I also believe that our industry deserves reasonable 
protections. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Brendan Wignall 
30/07/25 




