
My son stayed home from school on  as he was vomiting. Later that day, the Head 

of School at my son’s school called me to tell me that a number of students had reported that they 

had been sexually assaulted and that he had been told by a student that he needed to talk to my son 

and that he thought his genitals had been touched. When I told my son that the school had rung, he 

told me  

 

 

The school requested that we meet with the Head of School to tell him the story. At the meeting, the 

Head of School asked him questions about how it happened, where it happened and my son got 

more and more upset as he told him that he was not going to be expelled. I ended the meeting when 

my son became so upset that he screamed “you have no idea what it feels like to not want to go to 

school because you think you are going to be raped or murdered”. Outside of his office, my son 

kicked a wall in frustration and needed to be xrayed for a suspected broken foot. The Head of School 

called me later in the day and told me that he was meeting with the perpetrator and his parents the 

following week. 

The following day I called   to see what the process was for reporting as I wanted to give 

my son the option but didn’t want him to be forced to go to court if he didn’t want to. The Snr 

Constable asked me what happened and so I told her. She said that there was no report in the 

system. She said that she had to call the school to tell them to stop investigating as they were 

potentially interfering with a criminal investigation. 

I called the Head of School on his mobile (as it was the weekend) to see if he would give me 

permission to pass on his number. I asked him if he had reported to police and he said no. I asked 

why and he said that because there was no witness he needed to get the perpetrator’s version of 

events.  

I met with the Head of School and Principal the following Monday and they denied telling me that 

they had said that they thought my son’s genitals had been touched and that they didn’t need to 

report to the police. They said that they had given their notes to . 

When I rang  and asked if the notes the school provided were on a template, she said I can’t 

discuss with you as there are other children involved, your version of events is different from the 

school. I said that they were lying. 

I rang  to see if they would apply for a  on behalf of my son as the school was not going to 

protect him. I was told that it is too difficult to implement  in schools. 

I had still not been told what the process was for reporting and was not referred to any support 

services. 

My son named the friends that had been sexually assaulted by his perpetrator and 2 parents had 

told me that their children had witnesses 2 children being sexually assaulted. I called the Snr 

Constable to tell her but she never called me back. I left a message with the names of the children. 

Later in December I called   to make a complaint that my notification of 2 other children 

being sexually assaulted had not been followed up and I was concerned that the school was covering 

it up. I was told by the Det Sgt that the school had done nothing criminal. I said that they were hiding 

evidence (as the notes would have said what happened and I would have expected the police to take 

action) and the Det Sgt said that there is no evidence because your son won’t make a statement. I 

asked what the police were doing to ensure the safety of children at the school the Det Sgt said they 





(which I never had) and I said I was never referred to any victim services (such as Victims of Crime), 

she said that I had got a letter as it was on file. I said I never got a letter and she said well it was sent. 

She also raised her voice and when I asked her a question, said very sternly, “let me finish”. Then she 

said that the next time they would hear from them was when they knew the outcome of the 

investigation. I was confused that I hadn’t been able to talk to my son yet about attending court, so 

they didn’t want to know. 

A couple of days later the original Det Sgt called me and said “there wasn’t enough evidence”. I said 

that’s surprising as I had been told that there was. And he just said well there’s not and then hung 

up the phone. 

I called and she called the Det Sgt and called me back. She said that I could do an FOI 

and also ask for the investigation to be reviewed. 

A while later I decided that it was the police that should tell my son that there was not enough 

evidence – he had told his story after being told it would help him and now nothing was going to 

happen. 

I went in with him to meet with the Sen Cons and Det Sgt. They told him that there was not enough 

evidence but it was not because they didn’t believe him (   also told me that by  

hadn’t). I then asked why my calls had not been returned and why I hadn’t been kept informed 

about the investigation. The Det Sgt said that he wouldn’t have me come in nit-picking so I said why 

did he call the prosecutors about the  he said I called because the story in the application was 

different from what they had on file (they hadn’t interviewed me or my son). I said why did you say 

‘how dare you call him a rapist, this kid has mental health issues’. The Det Sgt, face dropped and he 

then said ‘I can’t recall what I said”. I said can you put your hand on your heart and say the school 

did nothing criminal. He said I don’t need to because I’m not being interviewed. I said that the 

teachers at the school did not mandatory report. He said that they don’t deal with that, so I asked 

who did, and they said, I don’t know so I asked them to find out. The Snr Cons said, why did you 

come here? I said that because I had been supporting my son through suicide attempts because he 

was physically and sexually abused, the school has tried to cover it up. The Det Sgt said you’ve just 

come in here for a fight, we’re not putting up with this anymore and got up to show me out. I then 

said ‘its no wonder that I’ve never reported to police that I was raped when I was 7 years old’. 

I emailed them some time later asking for where I make a complaint about mandatory reporters not 

mandatory reporting and he replied to report to  and that I was to 

never contact  them again. 

It is obvious that it is luck of the draw when it comes to who you report to.  are supposed to be 

trained in empathy and trauma-informed communication, but   were at best 

disinterested, at worst full of contempt. My son now does not have any faith in the police. Had we 

been zoned to , we would have had a much better experience all round. I would never 

recommend anyone report sexual assault to   




