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Submission by Jonathon Rose: Jus�ce Responses To Sexual Violence 
 

Thank you for raising this important subject and this opportunity to comment. 

About Jonathon (Jon) Rose 
I’m a 67-year-old mostly re�red person with a diverse background in the social welfare and 
health fields.  I am commen�ng on this issue primarily on my role as coordinator and primary 
developer of resources in a na�onal, 2013  
‘Advocacy Roles, Skills and Training Project’ (for vic�m-survivors of sexual violence)  
funded by the then Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous 
Affairs (FaHCSIA) under the Na�onal Framework for Protec�ng Australia’s Children.   

Preamble to the Terms of Reference 

CONTEXT: Naming and cultural shi� from offender focus to vic�m-survivor focus 

The ‘criminal jus�ce system’ has been defined as, “the system of law enforcement that is 
directly involved in apprehending, prosecuting, defending, sentencing, and punishing those who 
are suspected or convicted of criminal offenses.”1  However, Prof. Dr. Chris�an Pfeiffer has 
describing a good criminal jus�ce system, as one which should priori�se; 

1. Reduce the number of vic�ms of crime 
2. Care for and compensate vic�ms of crime 
3. Ensure offenders (who are o�en also vic�ms) are rehabilitated to not reoffend 
4. If unable to be rehabilitated, prevented from reoffending (prison, monitoring, etc) 

(Personal Communica�on) 

i.e. shi� language and a primary focus on the ‘criminal’, to a primary focus in on the ‘vic�m’. 

 Vic�m focus vs Offender focus 

“I felt that the perpetrator was seen as ‘innocent until proven guilty’ 
 but that I was seen as ‘a liar until proven truthful’”  NASASV Submission (2023 pp 4-8) 

Criminal Jus�ce System Vic�m-Survivor Jus�ce System 

Focus on Offender Focus on Vic�ms-Survivors 

Witness for prosecu�on A trauma�sed Person needing Supports 

Criminal court convic�on focused A range of Jus�ce Needs 

Trauma�sing, expensive, poor outcomes 
measured in rate & type of convic�ons and 
sentences 

Success measured by vic�m experiences, 
quality of support, outcomes for vic�ms & 
offending rates 

 

Recommenda�on: default to ‘Victim-Survivor Justice System’ in language, and intent 

https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/welcome.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=definition+of+the+criminal+justice+system&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgBEEUYOxjCAzIJCAAQRRg7GMIDMgkIARBFGDsYwgMyCQgCEEUYOxjCAzIJCAMQRRg7GMIDMgkIBBBFGDsYwgMyCQgFEEUYOxjCAzIJCAYQRRg7GMIDMgkIBxBFGDsYwgPSAQkxNTkwajBqMTWoAgiwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=d7efa4cf-dd4d-4d5e-af30-415b042f01f8
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Deterrence Theory 

The community, including vic�m-survivors, tend to believe a criminal convic�on (par�cularly 
custodial sentences) will deter the offender and others from offending as well as to provide 
‘jus�ce’ (punishment) for the vic�m-survivor and the general community. 

Sure (certain), Swift, Severe 
For Sure caught, Swi� nega�ve consequence (punishment), Severity of punishment 

Severity tends to be the least effec�ve & most expensive deterrent2  and yet the one with most 
appeal to the general public and policy makers. This is likely a consequence of the majority 
adhering to Kholberg’s ‘law and order’ stage of moral development (vs anarchy and chaos) 
along with popular beliefs underpinning retribu�ve jus�ce,  

“…wrongdoers deserve a punitive response proportional to their wrongdoing, even if their 
punishment serves no further purpose. This means that the retributivist position is not reducible 
to consequentialist considerations nor in justifying punishment does it appeal to wider goods 
such as the safety of society or the moral improvement of those being punished.”3 

It’s the probability of an offender ge�ng caught (sure, certain) and nega�ve consequence 
happening immediately or soon a�er which has been shown to be the stronger deterrent.  

This approach was highlighted by the Victorian Sentencing Advisory Council’s DiscuRsion Paper, 
Swi�, Certain and Fair Approaches to Sentencing Family Violence Offenders. However, due to 
lack of evidence at the �me (2017) while the final Report recommended �ghtened �ming and 
monitoring issues, the central approaches of Swi�, Certain and Fair were not recommended. 
It may be �me to revisit this in light of the overall failure of our current puni�ve approach and 
changes to the evidence in the last seven years. 

The reality of relying on criminal convic�ons as a deterrent has the opposite effect. Most sexual 
violence offenders learn they can offend and get away with it, at least in terms of being 
criminally convicted. This likely increase their offending behaviour (see the chart below) 

Of course, there are important 
primary preven�on deterrents 
including teaching/promo�ng 
emo�onal intelligence, respect, 
consent, as well as protec�ve 
behaviours, across various age 
groups, community vigilance in 
repor�ng etc. However, these are 
beyond the scope of this inquiry 

 

 

 

Recommenda�on: Shi� focus from Severity of Punishment to Sure (Certain) and Swi� 
Revisit the use of Swi�, Certain and Fair approaches in Family and Sexual Violence Cases 

https://www.unsw.edu.au/newsroom/news/2020/07/do-harsher-punishments-deter-crime
https://doi.org/10.3998/jpe.3544
https://www.sentencingcouncil.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-11/Swift_Certain_Fair_Approaches_To_Sentencing_Discussion_Paper.pdf
https://www.sentencingcouncil.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-08/Swift_Certain_Fair_Approaches_Sentencing_Family_Violence_Offenders_Report.pdf
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Jus�ce needs as iden�fied by Vic�ms-Survivors  

In her interviews with adult vic�m/survivors or sexual violence, Hayley Clark (2010) iden�fied 
from respondents five areas of jus�ce needs: information, validation, voice, control and 
outcomes. These jus�ce needs along with system experiences are summarised in the table 
below: 

 
CLARK, H. (2010). “What is the jus�ce system willing to offer?” Understanding sexual assault vic�m/survivors’ 
criminal jus�ce needs. 

Further considera�on of a ‘vic�m-survivor jus�ce system’ need to priori�se these ALL these needs. 

Summary of the Preamble 

While I understand there is nothing new in this preamble, it aims refocus aten�on onto the 
primary jus�ce needs of vic�ms-survivors of sexual violence, as well as addressing some issues 
of deterrence.  While this sets the scene for the rest of my submission, it also suggests a need 
to reorientate the community, professional, legal and poli�cal no�ons of ‘Jus�ce’. 
Recommenda�on: Community campaign to reorient to a ‘vic�m-survivor jus�ce system’ 

https://aifs.gov.au/research/family-matters/no-85/what-justice-system-willing-offer
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Support and services available to people who have experienced sexual violence, from the 
period prior to repor�ng to the period a�er the conclusion of formal jus�ce system 
processes; 

Advocacy Role for Vic�m-Survivors of Sexual Violence 

Background 

My involvement in the Advocacy Roles, Skills and Training Project’ (for vic�m-survivors of sexual 
violence) was due to the work of Natalie Hall, who was the then Director of the Gorge Jones 
Child Advocacy Centre, part of Parkerville Children and Youth Care. Natalie had returned from a 
Churchill Fellowship where she researched the Independent Sexual Violence Advocacy (ISVA) 
role in the UK and Sexual Assault Vic�m Advocacy in the USA as well as researching 
mul�disciplinary, mul�agency facili�es. 

Her research and drive was central to the establishment and deveopment of the George Jones 
Child Advocacy Centre in Armadale, Perth (recently rebuilt and renamed as George Jones Child, 
Youth and Family Centre as well as another Child, Youth and Family Centre in Midland). 

Advocacy Roles, Skills and Training Project for vic�m-survivors of sexual violence 

This na�onal project based within Parkerville Childrens and Youth Care was funded for nine 
months – 6 months to develop core resources including, 2 literature reviews on Advocacy Roles 
and Skills, Advocacy role 19 Standards, and a Training Package. A brief brochure-like resource of 
9 key domains provides an overview. A reference group oversaw the development of all 
resources. Training package was delivered in several states across Australia over the next three 
months.  

It was hoped the project would s�mulate the development of this as 
a) A stand alone role as in the UK and USA as well  

b) An adjunct to other health and welfare professional roles in the same way brief interven�ons 
have been incorporated into non-specialist drug agencies. 

c) The Standards and 2 Literature reviews along with the training program we developed and 
links to training programs in the USA and UK would result in a na�onally accredited course and 
units specialising in the advocacy role for vic�ms-survivors of sexual violence. 

Outcomes 

Soon a�er Natalie Hall le� working for Parkerville Children and Youth Care in 2015, the new 
Director was more involved in developing more Mul�-agency Inves�ga�on Support Teams 
(MIST).  The advocacy role website built by me as part of the project (not funded, but rather 
incorporated as a largely volunteered community service,) was no longer hosted within the 
Parkerville Child and Youth Services web site (despite my volunteering to regularly update it as a 
voluntary service).  I s�ll have not found an agency to host it despite a few atempts. This will be 
my last atempt to find a home for this valuable resource.  If found, I will fully update it, 
otherwise it will be lost forever. 

https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/welcome.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/natalie-hall-06a7701a/overlay/contact-info
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-role-of-the-independent-sexual-violence-adviser-isva
https://www.safeaustin.org/our-services/face-to-face-support/sexual-assault-survivor-advocacy/
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/webpages/Advocacy-domains/coordination.html
https://www.facebook.com/parkerville.cyc/videos/1242968799114582/
https://www.facebook.com/parkerville.cyc/videos/1242968799114582/
https://parkerville.org.au/what-we-do/child-youth-and-family-centres
https://parkerville.org.au/what-we-do/child-youth-and-family-centres
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/webpages/body_default_Welcome.html#core
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/resources/Booklets_Fact_Sheets_Brochures/Lit-reviews/ParkervilleLiteratureReviewAdvocacyRoles2013.pdf
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/resources/Booklets_Fact_Sheets_Brochures/Lit-reviews/ParkervilleLiteratureReviewAdvocacySkills2013.pdf
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/resources/Booklets_Fact_Sheets_Brochures/Standards/AdvocacyStandards.pdf
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/webpages/courses_advocacy.htm
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/resources/Booklets_Fact_Sheets_Brochures/Standards/AdvocacyDomains.pdf
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/webpages/Advocacy-domains/coordination.html#mist
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/welcome.html
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Many high-level recommenda�ons but litle ac�on 

Advocacy services in domes�c violence, mental health, housing, disabili�es are reasonably well-
developed in Australia including na�onally accredited courses which reflect employment in 
these areas. 

Despite our work developing, training and promo�ng the advocacy role for vic�m-survivors of 
sexual violence and several high-level reports comprehensively recommending the 
development of this role, (see appendix 1) litle funding has been allocated to progress this role 
and certainly besides our small 2013 training grant, I am not aware of any na�onal funds 
allocated for this specific role. 

Appendix 1 contains examples of recommenda�ons include the Victorian Law Reform 
Commission Report, 'Improving the Justice System Responses to Sexual Offences' (2021) pp 250-
262, Recommenda�on 45 and Royal Commission into Ins�tu�onal Responses to Child Sexual 
Abuse Vol 9 Advocacy, support and therapeu�c treatment services (2017) 

More recently Na�onal Associa�on of Services against Sexual Violence (NASASV) Submission 
primarily focuses on the development of this role. “Scoping the development of specialised and 
trauma-informed legal services for vic�ms and survivors of sexual assault” (2023)  

Ac�on-based next steps 

The ac�on learning model includes review, plan, act, review… Similarly, stages of change model 
include precontempla�on, contempla�on, ready for ac�on, ac�on and maintenance. 
There is now ample Australian and Interna�onal evidence of the value of the Advocacy Role for 
Vic�ms-Survivors of Sexual Violence to move into planning-ac�on stages.  Next steps should be; 

1. Decide on the model of an Independent Sexual Advice Advocate (trained volunteers, paid 
staff, or a mixture) with a pre-determined plan to implement. (See also Appendix 1) 

2. Consider using the public value in government strategic triangle model to assess, and where 
necessary, enhance, Legi�macy and Support and Organisa�onal Capacity in order to 
successfully implement the public value model. 

3. Develop cos�ng and resource needs to progress this model 
eg – on-line &/or face-face training, coaching and supervision 
- administra�ve costs (stand-alone service or atached to another service) 
- cos�ng for both a pilot and the expected cos�ng for a na�onal rollout in an�cipa�on of a  
   successful pilot. 

4. Good project management & implementa�on models such as that used in Queensland to 
progress previous sexual violence recommenda�ons. 

Some key elements of this role (Click here for more detail as well as Appendix 1 & 2 pp 11-12) 

a) End-to-end all the needs rather than a focus on just criminal jus�ce needs  
   (eg safety, medical, housing, provide op�ons, emo�onal support, link to self-help,  
    peer support, counselling, helps navigate the system) 

b) Role in coordinating, connec�ng service providers 

c) Independent, directed by victim-survivor, ‘on their side’ 

https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/VLRC_Improving_Justice_System_Response_to_Sex_Offences_Report_web.pdf#page=296
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/VLRC_Improving_Justice_System_Response_to_Sex_Offences_Report_web.pdf#page=296
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/final_report_-_volume_9_advocacy_support_and_therapeutic_treatment_services.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=d7efa4cf-dd4d-4d5e-af30-415b042f01f8
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=d7efa4cf-dd4d-4d5e-af30-415b042f01f8
https://anzsog.edu.au/news/the-strategic-triangle-how-to-approximate-a-compelling-measure-of-public-value-in-government/
https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/All/webpages/overview.html#Key
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d) Training & ongoing coaching & supervisory support 

f) Accessible & Known  

Recommenda�on: Ac�on-based funding and progression of a Na�onal ISVA Role Project 

Recommenda�on: Find a home to host the Advocacy Role for Vic�ms-Survivors of S.V. web 

 

The Silent Majority Project 
 
In almost 9 in 10 incidents (87%, or 554,000), women 
who experienced their most recent aggravated 
sexual assault by a male in the last 10 years did not 
contact the police. Common reasons for this included 
women feeling like they could deal with it 
themselves (34%, or 189,000) or not regard the 
incident as a serious offence (34%, or 187,000). One 
in 4 women (26%, or 143,000) who did not contact 
the police also said it was because they felt ashamed 
or embarrassed about the incident. 

Source Reference Sexual Assault Australia  

If the intent is to provide jus�ce to those who have experienced some form of sexual violence 
then innova�ve services need to cater to the jus�ce needs (i.e. informa�on, valida�on, voice, 
control and outcomes) of the vast majority who either don’t tell anyone, tell a friend or family 
member or a generic health professional. 
This service would need to be broad in scope and possibly include such things as 

• Provide generic programs for school social services staff, GP, Health services, etc on 
screening for sexual violence, how to manage disclosures, mandatory repor�ng, emergency 
mental health first aid etc 

• Develop online, apps and other resources (including things like episodes on popular tv 
shows like Home & Away) on how to support someone who has experienced sexual violence 

• Develop online, apps and other resources for those who do not want to disclose to anyone 
• Develop or enhance staff on telephone & chat support lines 
• Promote the range of op�ons for someone who has experienced sexual violence. 
• Provide resources for protec�ve behaviours for different age groups 
• Develop resources and responses on what to do about the perpetrator 
• Other innova�ons. 

If done well, this will not only service this group, it may also improve repor�ng and may also 
reduce offending. 

Recommenda�on: Scoping and Funding for The Silent Majority Project 

  

https://www.jonrose.info/advocacy/welcome.html
https://www.aihw.gov.au/getmedia/0375553f-0395-46cc-9574-d54c74fa601a/aihw-fdv-5.pdf#page=4
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Self-Help, Peer-Support Groups 
In my limited experience with self-help groups for vic�m-survivors of sexual violence they have 
shown themselves to be one of the most valued services by vic�ms-survivors. They provide a 
good deal of the informa�on, valida�on, voice, control and outcomes jus�ce needs as described 
by vic�ms-survivors in a generally suppor�ve, social se�ng. 

While some self-help groups spring up spontaneously, others are facilitated by services, 
including women’s services, men’s services and sexual assault/violence referral centres. 

Finding self-help groups 

Some vic�ms-survivors of sexual violence don’t especially want to go through an agency, may 
have had bad experiences with professional counsellors/psychologists/social workers and just 
want to chat face-to-face or more anonymously online with vic�ms-survivors. 

Currently, while services like 1800RESPECT may be able to connect people to self-help groups, 
chat groups, etc, there is no central place which has a data set of various self-help groups that 
can be found through Google. 

Recommenda�on: Develop and promote a data-base of self-help groups for vic�m-survivors 
of sexual violence making this available on various sites such as Respect Support Services 

The Survivor Hub 

Many self-help groups run on tradi�onal lines, o�en with a professional facilitator running 
closed or open groups over a fixed or open �me-frame in a room with chairs in a circle. 

Newer groups such as The Survivor Hub has developed MeetUps across NSW and Victoria as 
face-to-face, as well as online MeetUps. A specialist trauma counsellor and/or social worker will 
also present to provide further support at most MeetUps. 

This group is also present as private Facebook group as well as Instagram where they have a 
range of lived experience posts, resources and informa�on. 

This seems like an excellent to  
a) Properly fund/resource to make it fully sustainable. Good will and volunteering can only last 
so long 
b) Consider replica�ng and/or expanding The Survivor Hub concept into other states (again with 
adequate resources to do so. 

Recommenda�on: Beter resource The Survivor Hub and consider expansion or replica�on 
into other states 

Other models of self-help groups 

I was involved in a professionally facilitated group called Collec�ve Wisdom (atached as a PDF). 
It consisted two connected groups. The first was an open group, generally to allow people to 
ven�late and tell their stories make and get sugges�ons for each other and to feel supported. It 
also introduced some ac�on learning methods.  The second group was a closed group for a 
fixed period of �me to work through specific issues tailored to their needs using ‘goal maps’ 
developed at a par�cipants’ separate session; 

https://www.respect.gov.au/services/
https://www.thesurvivorhub.org.au/about-meetups
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To some extent, it borrows some ideas from the processes used in Alcohol Anonymous 
processes whereby groups would ini�ally be facilitated by professional counsellors, and later by 
volunteer facilitators who had been through the groups along with some brief addi�onal 
facilitators training, orienta�on to a manual and intermitent growth model coaching. It also 
incorporated between session buddy telephone supports for those who wanted this. 

While this program was designed for parents of 
their adult, drug using children, it is presented 
here to show how there are modified self-help 
groups.  This one, a mix of a tradi�onal open 
group and a closed group which connected the 
professional wisdom with the lived experience 
of applying what works for that par�cular 
person/family in their situa�on – which is 
subsequently shared with the group…  

 

 

Alterna�ves to, or transforma�ve approaches to, criminal prosecu�ons, including restora�ve 
jus�ce, civil claims, compensa�ons schemes, and specialist court approaches. 

Survivor Ini�ated, Vic�m/Survivor Focussed Restora�ve Jus�ce 
As previously discussed, in our tradi�onal, puni�ve, adversarial jus�ce system, the 
vic�m/survivor is primarily seen as a witness for the prosecu�on. That is, the primary focus in 
on convic�on and punishment of the offender. 

Survivor ini�ated, vic�m/survivor focussed restora�ve jus�ce aims to repair the damage caused 
by wrongful ac�on and restoring, insofar as possible, the well-being of the vic�m/survivor in 
the first instance as well as others. Where the perpetrator is involved, the focus is on being held 
accountable, understanding the impacts on the vic�m/survivor, possible compensa�on for the 
vic�m/survivor, along with measures to prevent offending in the future.   
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Tradi�onal legal consequences may also play a part in restora�ve jus�ce processes pending the 
wishes of the vic�m/survivor. 

 
Picture Source Webinar Video 

The ar�cle Restora�ve jus�ce a�er sexual assault iden�fies three key mechanisms for 
addressing harm;  
a) vic�m/survivor voice,  
b) valida�on, and  
c) future planning. 

Restora�ve jus�ce has come to be associated with restora�ve jus�ce conferencing (vic�m-
offender media�on). However, the above ar�cle warns against a one-size-fits-all approach. 
Indeed, many vic�m/survivors do not wish to directly or even indirectly face their perpetrator. 
This and addi�onal success factors for effec�ve restora�ve jus�ce factors have been listed 
below and are elaborated in the above linked ar�cle; 

1. Robust assessment and screening  
    (ensure each par�cipa�on is aware of and suited to the program) 
2. Flexibility and responsiveness process (not one-size-fits-all) 
3. Use of expert staff and facilitators. Thorough vic�m/survivor prepara�on 
4. Voluntary par�cipa�on 

See the link below for more detail and insights on restora�ve: 

Click here for Restorative justice for sexual offences (2021) a comprehensive review by the 
Victorian Law Reform Commission pp. 184-212 Click here or the html version. 

Priori�se Civil Li�ga�on over Criminal Li�ga�on 
In the broader sense of restora�ve jus�ce, meaning to restore what’s been damaged (i.e. ‘you 
broke it, you fix it’). As such and in considera�on of the Victorian Law Commission 2021 report, 
civil li�ga�on is not only a secondary op�on should criminal proceedings not proceed or fail, 
but is likely to be a more atrac�ve op�on to sa�sfy more of vic�ms-survivors jus�ce needs as 
described by vic�ms-survivors. They tend be more validated from the magistrate, have more 
control over proceedings and the outcome is more likely to be in their favour given the lesser 

https://youtu.be/wqs_3ua6b3E?t=1147
https://www.clcnsw.org.au/restorative-justice-after-sexual-assault
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/VLRC_Improving_Justice_System_Response_to_Sex_Offences_Report_web.pdf#page=230
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/publication/improving-the-justice-system-response-to-sexual-offences-report/9-restorative-justice-for-sexual-offences/
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burden of proof and in the form of payment and possible other setlements directly from the 
offender to the vic�m-survivor.  Together, this can be more of a healing process. 

 
Source: Sexual Offences: Civil Law and Other Non-Criminal Responses Victorian Law Reform Commission 

In order to make priori�se and enable civil li�ga�on more common; 

Recommenda�on: Public funding for Civil Li�ga�on of Sexual Violence offenses and the State 
take responsibility for enforcing Orders and Setlements as per recommenda�ons 41 and 42 
of the above report and 

The victim-survivor makes an informed choice about which path to take rather than be 
coerced into the criminal jus�ce op�on. 

By holding offenders to account in this way, besides beter outcomes for the vic�m-survivor, 
there is likely a higher possibility of reduced reoffending as; 
a) The offender is more likely to face puni�ve damages 

b) The setlement may be inclusive of mandatory treatment 

c) Restora�ve jus�ce conferencing may be involved 

d) The overall process is focussed not only compensa�ng the vic�m-survivor, but also aiming to 
ensure the perpetrator behaves in a more posi�ve way towards society regarding his/her crime. 

Summary 
The primary purpose of this submission, is to beter cater for the jus�ce needs of the majority 
of women who have experienced sexual violence.  The vast resources invested in the tradi�onal 
criminal jus�ce system focussed on ge�ng a sexual violence criminal convic�on is failing vic�m-
survivor and the general public. Reframing the language and intent of the jus�ce system around 
vic�ms-survivors and their jus�ce needs as they have described them is not only likely to result 
in beter jus�ce outcomes for vic�m survivors, but also for the general public. 

Importantly, it’s �me to put the many fine recommenda�ons from this and previous reports 
into ac�on.  This will take funding, energy, and a robust system of tracking implementa�on. 

Again, thankyou for your important work and contribu�ons to this area of great need. 
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APPENDIX 1 VLRC Recommenda�on 45 Independ Sexual Violence Advocate 
VLRC Improving the Jus�ce System Response to Sexual Offences 
Chapter 12 Suppor�ng people who have experienced sexual violence (2021) 

 

(Sept, 2021) P. 262 (for more detail read from the botom of P. 250 - 262) 

 

See next page for Appendix 2 

  

https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/VLRC_Improving_Justice_System_Response_to_Sex_Offences_Report_web.pdf#page=308
https://www.lawreform.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/VLRC_Improving_Justice_System_Response_to_Sex_Offences_Report_web.pdf#page=296
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Appendix 2: The 2017Royal Commission into Ins�tu�onal Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse Vol 9 Advocacy, support & therapeu�c treatment services 
Vol 9 Advocacy, support and therapeu�c treatment services 

The focus on Advocacy in this 211 page final report of the Royal Commission, clearly highlights 
the need for a strong focus on the advocacy role and associated services for vic�m/survivors of 
sexual assault. Below are some quotes from the report help to explain this role: 

"...we formed the view that advocacy and support functions are important components of an 
effective service system for victims and survivors. Well-implemented advocacy and support 
services can: help victims and survivors access resources and relevant information; help 
survivors connect positively with other survivors and families; aid in recovery from trauma; and 
decrease the risk of further abuse. Access to advocacy and support can also result in better 
mental health and other outcomes for victims and survivors and promote systemic 
improvements to service responses. 

2.3.1 Facilitating responses to multiple needs 

Advocacy can empower victims and survivors to navigate the complex range of services they 
may need. An effective advocate can assist a victim to access medical care, make a report to 
police, find a counsellor, attend education courses, join a local sporting club and raise awareness 
about matters affecting the victim..." p. 44 

Advocacy and support services can assist victims and survivors to navigate systems for housing, 
health, education and social services. One study involving victims of sexual assault noted that 
the participants wanted a ‘flexible and practical form of support’ immediately after the abuse 
occurred. Several support services working with victims and survivors of child sexual abuse told 
us how advocacy and support met immediate needs, including: 

• emergency and ongoing housing 
• financial issues, including assisting in dealing with Centrelink 
• physical health issues, including dental and medical issues 
• education, training and employment services and opportunities 
• legal assistance, including dealing with police, attending court and making redress 
• civil litigation claims. 

Research suggests that dedicated advocacy roles for victims of sexual violence ‘assist people 
to connect to services they need … and improve the support and experience of people who 
have suffered violence and trauma’ p. 46 

============================================================================== 

Respec�ully Submited 24 May 2024 
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https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/sites/default/files/final_report_-_volume_9_advocacy_support_and_therapeutic_treatment_services.pdf
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