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Senator the Hon George Brandis QC
Attorney-General
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

30 September 2014

Dear Attorney-General

On behalf of the members of the Australian Law Reform Commission, I am pleased to present 
the Commission’s Annual Report for the period 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014.

This report has been prepared in accordance with Part 8, s 57 of the Financial Management 
and Accountability Act 1997 (Cth) and ss 63(2) and 70(2) of the Public Service Act 1999 
(Cth).

Yours sincerely

       Professor Rosalind Croucher
			   President
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Our vision 

A fair, equitable and accessible system of federal justice that 
contributes to a just and secure society. 

Outcome statement
The ALRC is committed to achieving its vision through informed 
Government decisions about the development, reform and 
harmonisation of Australian laws and related processes through 
research, analysis, reports and community consultation and 
education.
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Attorney-General. Generally, ALRC inquiries follow a two-stage consultation process that 
includes the release of an Issues Paper accompanied by a call for submissions, followed later 
in the inquiry by a Discussion Paper and a second call for submissions, and then the release 
of a Report.

All ALRC consultation papers and reports are published on the ALRC website in HTML, PDF 
and Epub versions. Reports are also produced in hard copy for tabling purposes and for sale.

Table 3: Distribution of ALRC publications 2013–14 

Publication Online access EPUB PDF

Serious Invasions of Privacy in the  
Digital Era (IP 43)

15,167 page views

5,301 unique views

43 1,742

Equality, Capacity and Disability in 
Commonwealth Laws (IP 44)

11,371 page views

3,638 unique views

61 1,396

Equality, Capacity and Disability in 
Commonwealth Laws (IP 44) – Easy 
English version

N/A N/A 235

Copyright and the Digital Economy 
(ALRC Report 122)

26,660 page views

8,987 unique views

200 2,362

Copyright and the Digital Economy 
(ALRC Report 122 Summary)

13,171 page views

4,293 unique views

N/A 1,847

Review of the Native Title Act 1993  
(IP 45)

5,397 page views

1,800 unique views

17 613

Serious Invasions of Privacy in the  
Digital Era (DP 80)

13,494 page views

4,750 unique views

74 1,605

Equality, Capacity and Disability in 
Commonwealth Laws (DP 81)

5,898 page views

2,010 unique views

38 657

Equality, Capacity and Disability in 
Commonwealth Laws (DP 81) – Easy 
English version

N/A N/A 137
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media attention. The Review of Commonwealth Laws for Consistency with Traditional Rights, 
Freedoms and Privileges (the Freedoms Inquiry) represented 9%, the Disability Inquiry 7%, 
and the Native Title Review 4%.

The ALRC conducts its own media monitoring. This media log is provided at Appendix J. 
Please note that not all media mentions are included in the media log. It includes only those 
media mentions that are online and are not behind a pay wall.

Media mentions per inquiry 2013–14

Copyright 
51%

Privacy 2013 
29%

Native Title 
4%

Freedoms 
9%

Disability 
7%
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Online communications

E-news

During the reporting period the ALRC published regular e-newsletters for each of its current 
inquiries, as well as the ALRC Brief (published 3–4 times a year). E-newsletters are  
distributed to subscribers who opt in via an online form or by direct request.

Table 6: Distribution of e-newsletters 2013–14

Inquiry Subscribers Issues

Copyright and the Digital Economy 2,060 1

Serious Invasions of Privacy in the Digital Era 1,084 5

Equality, Capacity and Disability in Commonwealth Laws 1,014 7

Review of Native Title Act 1993 1,051 5

Freedoms Inquiry 196 1

ALRC Brief 990 3

Online forums

The ALRC ran an online discussion forum for the Serious Invasions of Privacy in the Digital 
Era Inquiry, which opened just prior to the release of the Issues Paper in October 2013 and 
ran until May 2014. The forum sought views from individuals about their privacy concerns, 
the need to balance privacy with other interests, and ideas about ‘seriousness’. The forum 
attracted 33 comments.

Twitter

The ALRC’s following on Twitter has grown in the 
reporting period from 5,753 to 7,990 followers.

The ALRC Twitter handle is @AusLawReform.

Facebook

To increase exposure of the ALRC’s Copyright Inquiry, 
which had many internet-savvy stakeholders  
comfortable aggregating news and engaging in  
discussion via social media, the ALRC created a  
Facebook page dedicated to the Inquiry. 

The page was closed on 20 June 2014.
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Corporate governance framework

Key performance 
indicators for 

program
Outcome

Audit
Committee

Australian Law 
Reform Commission 

Act 1996
(ALRC Act) 

Enabling legislation

Corporate Plan 
2013–15

Documents ALRC goals, 
objectives and key 

priorities

Accountability to Government

Financial Management and 
Accountability Act 1997

(FMA Act) 
Reporting and accountability 

legislation

Reporting obligations

Set out under the FMA Act

Chief 
Executive 

Instructions

Performance
measurement

AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

Public Service Act 
1999
(PS Act) 

Employment conditions

Enterprise Agreement 
2011–14
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Professor Jill McKeough, Commissioner

Professor Jill McKeough was appointed Dean of the  
Faculty of Law at the University of Technology, Sydney 
(UTS) in 2005. She was Head of School, Associate Dean 
(undergraduate) and Director of Postgraduate Programs 
in the Law Faculty at UNSW. In 2004 she was elected a 
member of the UNSW University Council, serving until her 
appointment at UTS.

Professor McKeough is admitted as a Barrister of the 
Supreme Court of NSW. She was Chair of the Council of 
Australian Law Deans (CALD), is a member of the  
International Legal Services Advisory Council (ILSAC), a 
member of the Professional Standards Board of  
Patent and Trade Mark Attorneys and Board member of the 
AustLII Foundation.

Professor McKeough’s many publications include Intellectual Property: Commentary and 
Materials, 4th edition, Thomson LBC 2006 and Intellectual Property in Australia, 3rd edition, 
Lexis Nexis 2004.

Professor Barbara McDonald, Commissioner

Professor McDonald is a Professor of Law at the University 
of Sydney, where she has been a member of the full-time 
faculty since 1990. Prior to becoming an academic she 
practised in commercial litigation at Freehill, Hollingdale and 
Page, now Herbert Smith Freehills, with whom she has been 
a consultant since 2000. She has been a Visiting Professor 
at the University of Texas, Austin and is currently a  
Visiting Professor in law at the New College of the  
Humanities, London.

Professor McDonald has comprehensive academic  
experience in tort law, equity, remedies and media law, and 
has published widely in these areas, including many articles 
on the impact of tort reforms and the developing law of 
privacy. 

Professor McDonald is a member of the editorial board of the Torts Law Journal and  
co-author of Celebrity and the Law, published in 2010, with primary authorship of the  
chapters on defamation and privacy, and a contributing author to Fleming’s Law of Torts. 
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

The above schedule should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes

SCHEDULE OF COMMITMENTS
as at 30 June 2014

2014 
$

2013 
$

BY TYPE

Commitments receivable

Net GST recoverable on commitments1 (159,391) (193,741)

Total commitments receivable (159,391) (193,741)

Commitments payable

Other commitments

Operating leases2 1,753,297 2,131,147

Total other commitments 1,753,297 2,131,147

Net commitments by type 1,593,906 1,937,406

BY MATURITY

Commitments Receivable

Operating lease income

Within 1 year (35,179) (33,750)

Between 1 to 5 years (124,212) (159,991)

Total operating lease income (159,391) (193,741)

Commitments Payable

Operating lease commitments

Within 1 year 386,971 303,749

Between 1 to 5 years 1,366,326 1,439,916

Total operating lease commitments 1,753,297 1,743,665

Total commitments payable 1,753,297 1,743,665

Net commitments by maturity 1,593,906 1,937,406
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

2014 
$

2013 
$

Note 3B. Suppliers (cont.)

Goods supplied in connection with

Related Parties – –

External parties 297,670 304,882

Total goods supplied 297,670 304,822

Services rendered in connection with

Related Parties 26,500 25,200

External parties – –

Total services rendered 26,500 25,200

Total goods and services supplied or rendered 324,170 330,082

Other suppliers

Operating lease rentals in connection with

Related parties

Minimum lease payments 321,037 321,869

Workers compensation expenses 11,166 9,846

Total other suppliers 332,203 331,715

Total suppliers 656,373 661,797

Note 3C. Depreciation

Depreciation

Property, plant and equipment 39,571 31,993

Total depreciation 39,571 31,993

Note 3:	 Expenses (cont.)
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

2014 
$

2013 
$

OWN-SOURCE REVENUE

Note 4A. Sale of Goods and Rendering of Services

Sale of goods in connection with

Related parties – –

External parties 2,464 1,337 

Total sale of goods 2,464 1,337 

Rendering of services in connection with

Related parties 11,198 10,917 

External parties – –

Total rendering of services 11,198 10,917 

Total sales of goods and rendering of services 13,662 12,254 

Note 4B. Other Revenue

Resources received free of charge

Services 26,500 25,200 

Total other revenue 26,500 25,200 

GAINS

Note 4C. Revenue from Government

Appropriations

Departmental appropriations 2,837,000 2,830,000 

Total revenue from Government 2,837,000 2,830,000

Note 4:	 Own-Source Income
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Note 5B. Level 1 and Level 2 transfers for recurring fair value measurements

Recurring fair value measurements transferred between Level 1 and Level 2 for assets 
and liabilities

There have been no transfers between Level 1 and Level 2 fair value measurements during 
2013–2014.

Note 5:	 Fair Value Measurement (cont.)
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

2014 
$

2013 
$

Note 6A. Cash and cash equivalents

Cash on hand or on deposit 20,321 772,465

Special accounts 1,304,766 –

Total cash and cash equivalents 1,325,087 772,465

Note 6B. Trade and Other receivables

Good and Services receivables in connection with

Related parties – –

External parties 330 –

Total goods and services receivables 330 –

Appropriations receivable:

Existing programs – 92,838

Total appropriations receivables – 92,838

Other receivables:

Statutory receivables 10,672 8,071

Total other receivables 10,672 8,071

Total trade and other receivables (gross) 11,002 100,909

Trade and other receivables (net) expected to be recovered

No more than 12 months 11,002 100,909

More than 12 months – –

Total trade and other receivables (net) 11,002 100,909

Trade and other receivables (gross) aged as follows

Not overdue 11,002 100,909

Overdue by

0 to 30 days – –

Total trade and other receivables (gross) 11,002 100,909

Goods and services receivable are with entities external to the Commission. Credit terms are 
net 30 days (2013: 30 days).

Note 6:	 Financial Assets
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Note 7:	 Non-Financial Assets (cont.)

Note 7B. Reconciliation of the Opening and Closing Balances of Property, Plant and  
Equipment

Reconciliation of the Opening and Closing Balances of Property, Plant and  
Equipment for 2014

Property, 
Plant & 

Equipment 
$

 
 

Total 
$

As at 1 July 2013

Gross book value 145,724 145,724

Accumulated depreciation (17,339) (17,339)

Total as at 1 July 2013 128,385 128,385

Additions

Purchase 52,004 52,004

Depreciation (39,571) (39,571)

Revaluations and impairments recognised in other  
comprehensive income

 
–

 
–

Total as at 30 June 2014 140,818 140,818

Total as at 30 June 2014 represented by:

Gross book value 197,728 197,728

Accumulated depreciation and impairment (56,910) (56,910)

Total as at 30 June 2014 140,818 140,818
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Note 7:	 Non-Financial Assets (cont.)

Note 7B. Reconciliation of the Opening and Closing Balances of Property, Plant and  
Equipment (cont.)

Reconciliation of the Opening and Closing Balances of Property, Plant and Equipment for 
2013

Property,  
Plant & 

Equipment 
$

 
 

Total 
$

As at 1 July 2012

Gross book value 142,630 142,630

Accumulated depreciation (34,332) (34,332)

Total as at 1 July 2012 108,298 108,298

Additions

Purchase 56,799 56,799

Depreciation (31,993) (31,993)

Revaluations and impairments recognised in other  
comprehensive income

 
(4,719)

 
(4,719)

Total as at 30 June 2013 128,385 128,385

Total as at 30 June 2013 represented by:

Gross book value 145,724 145,724

Accumulated depreciation and impairment (17,339) (17,339)

Total as at 30 June 2013 128,385 128,385
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

2014 
$

2013 
$

Note 8A. Suppliers

Trade creditors and accruals 100,471 39,885

Total suppliers 100,471 39,885

Supplier expected to be settled

No more than 12 months 100,471 39,885

More than 12 months – –

Total suppliers 100,471 39,885

Suppliers in connection with

Related parties – –

External parties 100,471 39,885

Total suppliers 100,471 39,885

Settlement was usually made within 30 days.

Note 8B. Other Payables

Other 151,228 154,364

Wages and salaries 128,240 93,905

Unearned income 256,408 –

Total other payables 535,876 248,269

Other payables expected to be settled

No more than 12 months 399,991 93,905

More than 12 months 135,885 154,364

Total other payables 535,876 248,269

Note 8:	 Payables
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2014 
$

2013 
$

Employee Provisions

Leave 452,673 412,147

Total employee provisions 452,673 412,147

Employee provisions expected to be settled 

No more than 12 months 346,325 315,494

More than 12 months 106,348 96,653

Total employee provisions 452,673 412,147

Note 9:	 Provisions

AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Note 15:	 Appropriations (cont.)

Note 15C. Unspent Annual Appropriations (‘Recoverable GST exclusive’)

2014 2013 

Australian Law Reform Commission $ $

DEPARTMENTAL

Appropriation Act (No 1) – 92,837 

Total – 92,837

Note 15D. Disclosure by Agent in Relation to Annual and Special Appropriations  
(‘Recoverable GST exclusive’)

Attorney-General’s Department1

2014  
$

Total receipts 875,758 

Total payments2 679,170 

1. Additional inquiries undertaken on behalf of Attorney-General’s Department.
2. The balance is recognised in unearned income.

Attorney-General’s Department

2013  
$

Total receipts –

Total payments –
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Special Accounts (‘Recoverable GST exclusive’)

Law Reform Special Account (Departmental)
2014  

$
2013 

$

Appropriation: Financial Management and Accountability Act 1997, section 21

Enabling Instrument: Australian Law Reform Commission Act 1996, section 45

Purpose: The purpose of the Special Account is:

(a) to pay the costs, expenses and other obligations incurred by the Commonwealth in the 
performance of the Commission’s functions;

(b) to pay any remuneration and allowances payable to a person under this Act;

(c) to pay the expenses of administering the Account;

(d) to pay any amount that is required or permitted to be repaid; and

(e) to reduce the balance of the Account (and, therefore, the available appropriation for the 
Account) without making a real or notional payment.

Balance brought forward from previous period 865,303 904,908

Increases:

Appropriation credited to special account 2,904,385 2,942,524

Other receipts 2,464 1,337

Total increases 2,906,849 2,943,861

Available for payments 3,772,152 3,848,769

Decreases:

Departmental

Payments made to suppliers 345,038 815,772

Payments made to employees 2,102,027 2,167,694

Total departmental 2,447,065 2,983,466

Total balance carried to the next period 1,325,087 865,303

Note 16:	 Special Accounts
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

The Commission operates predominately in one industry, and its primary function is to report 
to the Federal Government and Parliament on the results of any review that has been  
referred to it by the Attorney-General.

Note 17A. Net Cost of Outcome Delivery

Outcome 1 Total

2014 
$ 

2013 
$

2014 
$ 

2013 
$

Departmental

Expenses 2,872,831 2,850,840 2,872,831 2,850,840 

Own-source income 40,162 37,454 40,162 37,454 

Net cost / (contribution) of  
outcome delivery

 
2,832,669 

 
2,813,386 

 
2,832,669 

 
2,813,386 

Note 17:	 Reporting of Outcomes
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Note 17B. Major Classes of Departmental Expense, Income, Assets and Liabilities by 
Outcome

Outcome 11 Total

2014 
$ 

2013 
$ 

2014 
$ 

2013 
$ 

Expenses

Employees 2,176,887 2,157,050 2,176,887 2,157,050 

Suppliers 656,373 661,797 656,373 661,797 

Depreciation 39,571 31,993 39,571 31,993 

Total expenses 2,872,831 2,850,840 2,872,831 2,850,840 

Own-source income

Sale of goods and services 13,662 12,254 13,662 12,254 

Income from government 2,837,000 2,830,000 2,837,000 2,830,000 

Other 26,500 25,200 26,500 25,200 

Total own-source income 2,877,162 2,867,454 2,877,162 2,867,454 

Assets

Cash and cash equivalents 1,325,087 772,465 1,325,087 772,465 

Trade and other receivables 11,002 100,909 11,002 100,909 

Property, plant and equipment 140,818 128,385 140,818 128,385 

Other 56,433 81,531 56,433 81,531 

Total assets 1,533,340 1,083,290 1,533,340 1,083,290 

Liabilities

Suppliers 100,471 39,885 100,471 39,885 

Other payables 535,876 248,269 535,876 248,269 

Employee provisions 452,673 412,147 452,673 412,147 

Total liabilities 1,089,020 700,301 1,089,020 700,301 

1.The Commission’s Outcome is described in Note 1.1. Net costs shown included  
intra-government costs that were eliminated in calculating the actual Budget Outcome.

Refer to Outcome 1 Resourcing Table on page 146 of this Annual Report.

Note 17:	 Reporting of Outcomes (cont.)
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

2014 
$

2013 
$

Total comprehensive income less depreciation expenses  
previously funded through revenue appropriations1

 
43,902

 
43,888

Plus: depreciation expenses previously funded through revenue 
appropriation

 
39,571

 
31,993

Total comprehensive income—as per the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income

 
4,331

 
11,895

1. From 2010–11, the Government introduced net cash appropriation arrangements, where 
revenue appropriations for depreciation / amortisation expenses ceased. Entities now receive 
a separate capital budget provided through equity appropriations. Capital budgets are to be  
appropriated in the period when cash payment for capital expenditure is required.

Note 18:	 Net Cash Appropriation Arrangements
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AUSTRALIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2014

Note 19:	 Compensation and Debt Relief

2014 2013

$ $

Compensation and Debt Relief—Departmental

No ‘Act of Grace payments’ were expensed during the 
reporting period (2013: nil).

 
–

 
–

No waivers of amounts owing to the Australian Government 
were made pursuant to subsection 34(1) of the Financial 
Management and Accountability Act 1997 (2013: nil).

 
 
–

 
 
–

No payments were provided under the Compensation for 
Detriment caused by Defective Administration (CDDA) 
Scheme during the reporting period (2013: nil).

 
 
–

 
 
–

No ex-gratia payments were provided for during the  
reporting period (2013: nil).

 
–

 
–

No payments were provided in special circumstances  
relating to APS employment pursuant to section 73 of the 
Public Service Act 1999 (PS Act) during the reporting period 
(2013: nil).

 
 
 
–

 
 
 
–
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Interns July 2013 to June 2014

Table 11: Interns 2013–14

Name Institution Inquiry Start Date Finish Date

Jack Murray University of NSW Native Title 12 August 
2013

20 December 
2013

Claire Bready Newcastle University Copyright 7 August 2013 21 November 
2013

Isabella Partridge Sydney University Disability 9 August 2013 21 November 
2013

Jackson Wherrett Sydney University Privacy 13 August 
2013

20 December 
2013

Hagen Sporleder Münster University, 
Germany

Privacy 2 December 
2013

24 February 
2014

Lidija Bujanovic * Melbourne University Native Title 13 January 
2014

31 January 
2014

Laura Neill * University of 
Queensland

Native Title 13 January 
2014

31 January 
2014

Ravi Gosal University of 
Queensland

Privacy 13 January 
2014

31 January 
2014

Andrew Brooks * Monash University Disability 13 January 
2014

31 January 
2014

Michelle Meares University of New 
England

Privacy 3 February 
2014

21 February 
2014

Bradley Woods Monash University Privacy 3 February 
2014

21 February 
2014

Jane Murray La Trobe University Disability 3 February 
2014

21 February 
2014
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Name Institution Inquiry Start Date Finish Date

Sean Mulcahy Monash University Native Title 3 February 
2014

21 February 
2014

Georgie Leahy Sydney University Disability 21 March 2014 6 June 2014

Penelope Marles University of NSW Disability 21 March 2014 6 June 2014

Timothy Maybury Sydney University Privacy 20 March 2014 5 June 2014

Alisha Mathew University of NSW Privacy 20 March 2014 5 June 2014

* Interviews with these interns are published on the ALRC website.

Table 11: Interns 2013–14 (continued)
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Appendix A: Corporate Plan 2013–15
Our vision

A fair, equitable and accessible system of federal justice that contributes to a just and secure 
society.

Outcome statement

Government outcomes are the intended results, impacts or consequences of actions by the 
Government on the Australian community. The ALRC’s outcome is: 

Informed government decisions about the development, reform and harmonisation 
of Australian laws and related processes through research, analysis, reports and 
community consultation and education.

Our strategies

The strategy that the ALRC will use to achieve its intended outcome is to undertake inquiries 
into areas of law reform referred to it by the Attorney-General. In conducting its inquiries, 
the ALRC will consult with relevant government, industry and community stakeholders and 
experts interested in the area under review and comprehensively research and analyse 
the legal policy issues raised during the course of this research. As part of the inquiry 
process, the ALRC will produce a number of consultation papers including Issues Papers 
and Discussion Papers and will call for submissions that will, along with its own research 
and findings, inform the preparation of a Final Report with recommendations for the 
Government’s consideration for each inquiry undertaken. The ALRC has one program to 
achieve its outcome.

Program 1: Conducting inquiries into aspects of Australian 
law and related processes for the purpose of law reform

In 2013–2015, the ALRC is expecting to conduct at least two inquiries at any one time. As 
part of the inquiry process, the ALRC will produce a number of consultation papers that 
present issues, ask questions and raise proposals for reform and will call on the community 
to respond through both formal submission processes and consultation meetings and more 
informal feedback mechanisms, including online discussion forums, blogs, e-newsletters and 
focus groups, where appropriate. These external contributions and the ALRC’s own research 
will inform the recommendations in the Final Report for the Government’s consideration for 
each inquiry undertaken. The ALRC will usually constitute an expert Advisory Committee for 
each inquiry to assist in the analysis and formulation of key recommendations and proposals 
for reform.

The ALRC is committed to ensuring it consults widely and will continue to develop online 
resources and communication strategies to maximise access, respecting the diversity of the 
Australian community.

As required by its Act, the ALRC also will have regard to relevant international obligations; 
the potential impact of its recommendations on the costs of getting access to and dispensing 
justice; and personal rights and liberties, ensuring that citizens are not unduly dependent on 
administrative rather than judicial decisions.
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Timeframe

The Commission is to report no later than 30 November 2013.

Nicola Roxon

Attorney-General
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Timeframe

The Commission should provide its report to the Attorney-General by August 2014.

Dated	 23 July 2013

Mark Dreyfus

Attorney-General
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In relation to these areas and in light of the Preamble and Objects of the Act, I request that 
the Commission consider what, if any, changes could be made to improve the operation of 
Commonwealth native title laws and legal frameworks.

Scope of reference

In performing its functions in relation to this reference, the Commission should consider:

(a)	 the Act and any other relevant legislation, including how laws and legal frameworks 
operate in practice

(b)	 any relevant case law

(c)	 relevant reports, reviews and inquiries regarding the native title system and the 
practical implementation of recommendations and findings, including the Taxation 
of Native Title and Traditional Owner Benefits and Governance Working Group, the 
Review of Native Title Organisations and the Productivity Commission inquiry into 
non-financial barriers to mineral and energy resource exploration

(d)	 the interests of key stakeholders, and

(e)	 any other relevant matter concerning the operation of the native title system.

Consultation

In undertaking this reference, the Commission should identify and consult with key  
stakeholders, including:

(a)	 relevant Commonwealth, State, Territory and local governments, departments and 
agencies

(b)	 the Federal Court of Australia and the National Native Title Tribunal

(c)	 Indigenous groups, Native Title Representative Bodies and Native Title Service 
Providers, and Prescribed Bodies Corporate

(d)	 industry, including the agriculture, pastoral, fisheries, and minerals and energy 
resources industries, and

(e)	 any other relevant groups or individuals.

Timeframe for reporting

The Commission is to report by March 2015.

Dated	 3 August 2013

Mark Dreyfus QC MP

Attorney-General
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Appendix E: Agency resource statement and  
resources for outcomes 2013–14
1. Agency Resource Statement 2013–14

Actual  
available  

appropriation 
for 2013–14 

$’000

 
Payments 

made 
2013–14 

$’000

 
 

Balance 
Remaining 

2013–14

(a) (b) (a) – (b)

Ordinary Annual Services1

Departmental appropriation2 2,894 2,873

Total 2,894 2,873 21

Administered expenses

Outcome 1: Informed government 
decisions about the development, 
reform and harmonisation of Australian 
laws and related processes through 
research, analysis, reports and 
community consultation and education.

Total 2,894  2,873

Total ordinary annual services A 2,894  2,873

1. Appropriation Bill (No. 1) 2013–14.

2. Includes an amount of $0.0057m in 2013–14 for the Departmental Capital Budget. For  
accounting purposes this amount has been designated as ‘contributions by owners’.
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Report Title Tabling date Legislation and legal 
frameworks

Implementation 
status

ALRC 111 Making Inquiries: 
A New Statutory 
Framework

10 February 
2010

AWAITING 
RESPONSE 

ALRC 108 For Your 
Information: 
Australian 
Privacy Law and 
Practice

11 August 
2008

Privacy Amendment 
(Enhancing Privacy Protection) 
Act 2012 (Cth); Combating the 
Financing of People Smuggling 
and Other Measures Act 2011 
(Cth); Healthcare Identifiers 
Act 2010 (Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 107 Privilege in 
Perspective

13 February 
2008

NIL

ALRC 104 Fighting Words: 
A Review of 
Sedition Laws in 
Australia

13 December 
2006

National Security Legislation 
Amendment Act 2010 (Cth)

PARTIAL

ALRC 103 Same Crime, 
Same Time: 
Sentencing 
of Federal 
Offenders

22 June 
2006

Crimes Legislation Amendment 
(Torture Prohibition and Death 
Penalty Abolition) Act 2010 
(Cth); federal sentencing 
database

PARTIAL

ALRC 102 Uniform Evidence 
Law

8 February 
2006

Evidence Act 2011 (ACT); 
Evidence (National Uniform 
Legislation) Act 2011 (NT); 
Evidence Amendment Act 
2008 (Cth); Evidence Act 2008 
(Vic); Statutes Amendment 
(Evidence and Procedure) 
Act 2008 (SA); Evidence 
Amendment (Journalists’ 
Privilege) Act 2007 (Cth); 
Evidence Amendment Act 2007 
(NSW) 

SUBSTANTIAL

Table 12: Implementation status of ALRC reports 2013–14 (continued)
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Report Title Tabling date Legislation and legal 
frameworks

Implementation 
status

ALRC 99 Genes and 
Ingenuity: Gene 
Patenting and 
Human Health

31 August 
2004

Intellectual Property Laws 
Amendment (Raising the 
Bar) Act 2012 (Cth); House 
of Representatives Standing 
Committee on Legal and 
Constitutional Affairs, Review 
of Technological Protection 
Measures Exceptions (2006) 

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 98 Keeping Secrets: 
The Protection 
of Classified 
and Security 
Sensitive 
Information

23 June 
2004

National Security Information 
Legislation Amendment Act 
2005 (Cth); National Security 
Information (Criminal and Civil 
Proceedings) Act 2004 (Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 96 Essentially Yours: 
The Protection of 
Human Genetic 
Information in 
Australia

29 May 2003 Disability Discrimination 
and Other Human Rights 
Legislation Amendment Act 
2009 (Cth); National Health 
and Medical Research Council 
Guidelines on the provision 
of genetic information to 
relatives (2009); Section 
95AA Guidelines For National 
Privacy Principles About 
Genetic Information; National 
Pathology Accreditation 
Advisory Council, Classification 
of Human Genetic Testing 
2007 Edition (2007); National 
Statement on Ethical Conduct 
in Human Research (2007); 
Privacy Legislation Amendment 
Act 2006 (Cth); Human 
Genetics Advisory Committee 
established (2006); 

SUBSTANTIAL

Table 12: Implementation status of ALRC reports 2013–14 (continued)
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Report Title Tabling date Legislation and legal 
frameworks

Implementation 
status

ALRC 96 
(continued)

Essentially Yours: 
The Protection of 
Human Genetic 
Information in 
Australia

29 May 2003 IFSA Standards Genetic 
Information and Family 
Medical History (2005); 
Family Law Regulations 2004 
(Cth); Crimes Legislation 
Enhancement Act 2003 (Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 95 Principled 
Regulation: 
Federal Civil and 
Administrative 
Penalties in 
Australia

19 March 
2003

A Guide To Framing 
Commonwealth Offences, Civil 
Penalties And Enforcement 
Powers (2004)

PARTIAL

ALRC 92 The Judicial 
Power of the 
Commonwealth: 
A Review of the 
Judiciary Act 
1903 

2 October 
2001

Family Law Amendment Act 
2005 (Cth); High Court Rules 
2004; Jurisdiction of Courts 
Legislation Amendment Act 
2002 (Cth); Supreme Court 
Amendment Act 2001 (ACT)

PARTIAL

ALRC 91 Review of the 
Marine Insurance 
Act 1909

22 May 2001 Financial Services Reform 
(Consequential Provisions) Act 
2001 (Cth)

PARTIAL

ALRC 89 Managing 
Justice: A Review 
of the Federal 
Civil Justice 
System

17 February 
2000

Judicial Misbehaviour and 
Incapacity (Parliamentary 
Commissions) Act 2012 
(Cth); Federal Justice System 
Amendment (Efficiency 
Measures) Act (No 1) 2009 
(Cth); Access to Justice (Civil 
Litigation Reforms) Amendment 
Act 2009 (Cth); Australian 
Academy of Law established 
(2005); Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal Amendment Act 2005 
(Cth); Family Law Rules 2004 
(Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

Table 12: Implementation status of ALRC reports 2013–14 (continued)
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Report Title Tabling date Legislation and legal 
frameworks

Implementation 
status

ALRC 89 
(continued)

Managing 
Justice: A Review 
of the Federal 
Civil Justice 
System

17 February 
2000

Jurisdiction of Courts 
Legislation Amendment Act 
2002 (Cth); National Pro Bono 
Resource Centre established 
(2002); Council of Australian 
Tribunals established (2002); 
National Judicial College 
established (2002); Launch of 
Australian Law Online (2001); 
FLC review of social science 
literature proposal (2001); 
AUTC law discipline review 
(2001–02); changes to case 
management in Family Court 
of Australia and the Federal 
Court of Australia; Family Law 
Amendment Act 2000 (Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 87 Confiscation that 
Counts: A Review 
of the Proceeds 
of Crime Act 
1987 

15 June 
1999

Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 
(Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 85 Australia’s 
Federal Record: 
A Review of the 
Archives Act 
1983

2 July 1998 Archives Amendment Act 2008 
(Cth); Census Information 
Legislation Amendment Act 
2000 (Cth); E-Permanence 
Strategy

PARTIAL

ALRC 84 Seen and Heard: 
Priority for 
Children in the 
Legal Process

19 November 
1997

Evidence Amendment Act 2008 
(Cth); Measures to Combat 
Serious and Organised 
Crime Act 2001 (Cth); NSW 
Law Society, Representation 
Principles for Children’s 
Lawyers (2000); increase of 
age of criminal responsibility 
to 10—Children and Young 
People Act 1999 (ACT); Justice 
Act 1997 (Tas)

PARTIAL

Table 12: Implementation status of ALRC reports 2013–14 (continued)
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Report Title Tabling date Legislation and legal 
frameworks

Implementation 
status

ALRC 73 For the Sake 
of the Kids: 
Complex Contact 
Cases and the 
Family Court

20 June 
1995

Family Law Reform Act 1995 
(Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 72 The Coming of 
Age: New Aged 
Care Legislation 
for the 
Commonwealth

8 March 
1995

Aged Care Act 1997 (Cth) SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 70 Child Care for 
Kids

8 November 
1994

Child Care Legislation 
Amendment Act 1998 (Cth)

PARTIAL

ALRC 69 Equality Before 
the Law: 
Part I: Justice for 
Women 
Part II: Women’s 
Equality

 
 
25 July 1994 
 
21 December 
1994

Sex Discrimination Amendment 
Act 1995 (Cth); Family Law 
Reform Act 1995 (Cth); 
Domestic Violence Act 1995 
(Norfolk Is)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 68 Compliance 
with the Trade 
Practices Act 
1974

29 June 
1994

Trade Practices Amendment 
(No 1) Act 2001 (Cth)

PARTIAL

ALRC 67 
(Interim)

Equality Before 
the Law: 
Women’s Access 
to the Legal 
System

3 March 
1994

see ALRC 69 SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 65 Collective 
Investments: 
Other People’s 
Money

30 
September 
1993

Managed Investments Act 
1998 (Cth)

SUBSTANTIAL

ALRC 64 Personal 
Property 
Securities

27 May 1993 Personal Property Securities 
Act 2009 (Cth) 

SUBSTANTIAL

Table 12: Implementation status of ALRC reports 2013–14 (continued)
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