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Submission on copyright to the Australian Law Reform Commission 

from Alan McSeveny, Managing Director of On Your Mark Publishing,  publisher of the website, Maths Builder, and author of Signpost Mathematics texts and On Your Mark Maths texts in Australia

Important Issues

I am concerned as a parent, a teacher, a writer of Mathematics textbooks and as a publisher. 

The quality of teaching in our schools is strongly influenced by the presence or absence of high quality local content. If our best authors and publishers are not recompensed for their many hours of writing and development, much of the material that will be available in the future will be of poor quality.

1)
Cheap books from overseas have reduced small book business opportunities in 
Australia, whether it be for book sellers or local publishers. The producers of our 
educational resources in Australia are suffering financial pressure as never before and 
so rely on copyright payments.

2) Authors and publishers in Australia have at present, little reward for producing exceptional educational resources for Australian schools. The government is trying to remove the cost of teaching materials (books and internet access costs), especially with respect to paying copyright. In doing this, they will remove the motivation to produce exceptional learning resources.

3) In NSW, text books are paid for by parents either through school fees or by direct purchase. In NSW state public schools, the Government has declared school fees to be  not obligatory for parents. The reason for this is that education is supposed to be ‘free’, so, a percentage of parents refuse to pay fees. The state government has declared that no student is to be disadvantaged relative to others in their class, so the school must pay for books out of its own funds if a parent refuses to pay. In many working class areas this has meant that textbooks are not provided for any student whether the parents want textbooks or not. This is a strange form of ‘equality’.  


As a consequence, schools photocopy material for textbooks, especially in 
Mathematics and English so that the quality of education in schools can be 
maintained. What publishers and authors have lost in sales of the books has
until now, been compensated for, in the copyright payments that ensue. Schools 
can choose whether they purchase the books or photocopy their contents as 
required. Either way, payment should be made by the producers of the material. 
Changing the law regarding copyright will change this situation unfairly. It is not 
practical for schools to negotiate with the many publishers of the books they 
wish to use. If photocopying in schools cannot be used as a substitute for buying 
the textbooks, the quality of teaching will fall.

4) Teachers photocopy what they need when they need it. To allow Australian schools to photocopy with fewer restrictions would be to remove the livelihood of publishers and authors, and in time, do to publishers and authors what is being done to bookstores, that is, make it too hard for them to make a profit, and so restrict their activities. Small publishers will find it difficult to survive at all. The Gonski report encourages the spending of money to enhance the quality of education in Australia. Changing the copyright laws, will accomplish exactly the opposite.

The majority of authors are struggling to make a profit. If they are offered even less for 
their endeavours, they will not bother. The number of small publishers will be reduced 
still further, not because of their inefficiency, but because the work that they have 
produced or might produce in the future, will be accessible without fair payment.

5) If payment for photocopying is reduced, it will be yet another blow to small business within Australia. Because of the high cost of labour in Australia, small publishers needs an honest return for use of their products if they are to survive.

Copyright for internet downloads

I have spent a huge amount of money to produce a high quality teaching/learning site addressing Years K to 6 Mathematics, for Australian schools. My expectation of return on this investment comes from a very reasonable subscription rate and expected income from copyright payments. The site is called Maths Builder (www.mathsbuilder.com.au). 

My intention was to extend the site to Years 7 to 10, but at present, schools do not have sufficient available funds to justify spending money on new resources. If sufficient copyright income is not forthcoming from my 100+ book titles and from my website, no 7 to 10 component will be produced and no further development of the K to 10 site will occur. 


A large proportion of my book earnings has been used to produce the internet site.

I do not expect to ever recoup my costs in building this website. I will continue to develop the site if I can cover ongoing costs in overheads and labor. Without copyright income my publishing business will fail. 


To produce quality products, money must be invested. If that product is taken, free of charge using a change in the law, or by stealth, it will be counter-productive to publishing in general. Even dedicated educators will not use their personal savings to produce work that others, who have the resources to pay, will use free of charge.

A few questions

Does a person deserve to profit from their hard work and success?

Is it wise to remove the incentive from creative endeavours such as writing and publishing?

Is the quality of education more dependent on buildings and hardware or on the quality of teaching that takes place within the classrooms?
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