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          Christopher Bigg 
 

           
 
SUBMISSION TO INQUIRY INTO RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND ANTI-
DISCRIMINATION LAWS 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the Inquiry into Religious Educational 
Institutions and Anti-Discrimination Laws. 
 
Apart from the Australian Constitution, making legislation is the highest form of promulgating and 
codifying Commonwealth of Australia policy.  
 
In developing any policy to be enacted the potential public policy benefits and costs need to be 
identified and described qualitatively and, where possible, quantified. As always, there is the 
probability of community, individual, economic and social unintended consequences because of the 
difficulty of identifying impacts across every aspect of the life of a nation. 
 
In order to set the context for the main point of this submission it is appropriate to record a 
statistical snapshot of Australian religious life and the Australian school sector. 
 
The 2021 Australian census reveals the following religion picture: 
• Christian 44%; 
• other religions 10%; 
• no religion 39%; 
• no stated 7%. 
 
Religious demographers predict that Christianity will continue to decline in the census until it 
reaches around 25% which is the proportion of the Australian population thought to adhere to 
Christ as Saviour in their heart and mind. Actual Christian and other religious service attendance 
(defined as attending a religious service at least once per month) was 20% of the Australian 
population in 2022. In Christian churches nationwide the 2022 number of people in the 18-34 years 
age group now rivals the number of people in the 65+ years age group attending services.  
 

In ABS data released 15 February 2023 reveals the following 2022 snapshot of the school sector: 
• of the 4.04M primary and secondary students government schools educated 64.5% and non-

government schools educated 35.5% (a little over 1 in 3); 
• of the non-government schools Catholic schools educate 19.7% (1 in 5) of the total 4.04M 

students and Independent Schools (mostly Christian schools) educate 15.8% (almost 1 in 6) of 
total students; 

• total growth in the Australian student population in the 5 years to 2022 was 3.8% with the 
growth of student numbers in schools over the 5 years by ABS category being: 

➢ Government schools 1.9%; 
➢ Catholic schools 3.9%; and 
➢ Independent schools 12.5%; 

• school staffing numbers growth obviously reflects student growth and in 2022 71.9% of 
teaching staff were female and 28.1% male. 

 
Australia is in a minority of OECD countries in having such a high proportion of primary and 
secondary students at non-government schools. Only Chile, Belgium, United Kingdom and Korea are 
similar. In addition, the ABS figures reveal that Catholic and Independent schools are increasing 






